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As I sat at Kingsmead Stadium
listening to SouthAfrican President
Thabo Mbeki opening the NGO
Forum at the WCAR, I felt a sense
of powerlessness despite a stadium
of over ten thousand people. At the

first 'Amandla!' I winced. When he
celebrated the South African
government as the leader of the fight
against 'global apartheid' I clenched
my teeth and fists.
When he spoke about its

commitment to eradicating racism
and sexism, I muttered under my
breath that he wasn't stupid enough
to leave class out of the picture.And
off course it was included, although
as a second stage to be submitted to
the issue of race. And it would not
have been complete without the
mandatory reference to 'gender'.And
although at least 500 of us South
Africans present at the speech can
be said to be critical of Thabo
Mbeki's government for its
implementation of the Growth,
Employment and Redistribution
Strategy (GEAR), there was not a
single slogan or placard drawing
attention to the fact that the
economic policies being imple-
mented by the government can not
enact his good intentions. Somehow
we had allowed an international
NGO Forum to silence us in a way
that we have not been in the entire
discussion around GEAR and
privatisation until now. In a single
act all claims by the NGO Forum to
be able to deliver a critique of
government's and the UN's
approach to racism were rendered
meaningless.
This points to a deeper-seated

Gagged

March against
globalised
racism

The 31st of August saw an
unprecedented march converge in
Durban by a diverse range of groups
opposed variously to the American
dictation of the World Conference
Against Racism's agenda,
privatisation, landlessness and
poverty. Lead by a compacted
Durban Social Forum (DSF), the 20,
000 marchers conjured up new
possibilities of amassmovement for
social transformation outside of the
ANC, SACP and/or Cosatu alliance,
and one that deliberately claimed
continuity with mass, 'anti-
globalisation' demonstrations from
Seattle to Genoa. Ostensibly, the
immiserated 'South' was finally
corroborating themovement's claims
of representivity, Durban's poor
validating the altruism of comrades
from the 'North'.
Orchestrated on the tail of a two-

day nationwide strike against
privatisation by the labour
federation, the conglomerated DSF
snaked through the seaside city like
an aberration. A large contingent of
anti-privatisation community
activists had arrived on the Freedom
Express from Johannesburg - but
anomalously, to the casual observer,
they did not carry Cosatu pickets
or extol the leadership of the unions.
These people, issuing from their
encampment on the sports field of a
local technikon, begrudge President
Mbeki's mantle of national liberator
and the labour unions happily in bed
with his neo-liberal project. They

joined the mobilisation of the
Durban poor - from the historically
Indian township of Chatsworth,
Wentworth with its oil refinery
pollution and Mphumalanga. In
ongoing electricity and water cut-
offs, evictions and retrenchments
they together recognise not just the
banality of the 'legacy ofApartheid'
but the aggravation of that hangover
by the democratic government. For
their independence from inst
tutionalised struggle, many have
been showering the civic structures
with 'emergent socialmovement' and
'anti-globalisation' accolades. Insofar
as it has successfully drafted
community based struggles into a
common focus and in determined
opposition to the hegemonic ANC,
this new socialmovement enjoys the
license to organise working class
communities free of Cosatu's

contradiction of marching against
ANC privatisation policies on
Thursday and with theANC against
racism on Saturday. But the DSF
was not without its own
contradictions.
On arriving at the perimeter of the
World Conference venue, the DSF
march broke down into its
respective parts. While the
Palestinian solidarity thousands
heeded the noontime azaan and knelt
down at the intersection to pray, the
Johannesburg contingent advanced
to the police barriers to pressure the
courdon that encircled the
International Convention Centre.
Between the two, the Landless
Peoples Movement's 4,000 stood
impassively (to only later that
evening excoriate the leadership for
not attempting a disruption of the
Conference). When the march's

demand to hand the memorandum
over to the President was answered
with a humble public official from
the Ministry of ForeignAffairs, the
fractured leadership bloc of the DSF
discarded their unity pretences. The
struggle icon and unhappy ANC
stalwart, Prof. FatimaMeer, advised
retreat while other representatives
on theDSF co-ordinating committee
called for siege. Disregarding the
landless's refusal to submit their
photographic memorandum and the
tensions that wer mounting at the
police lines the signal to retreat to
the assembly venue to "discuss
ways forward" was given and
leaders were deployed to douse the
ardour of the militant. Not a bullet
or canister or blow spent and the
belated new socialmovement surged
forward only to turn back again.
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Amessage to the South African
ANC government at theWorld
Conference against Racism.



problem with the UN framework
and the way in which it sets up
discussions on racism, gender and
'sustainable development'. By
separating these discussions and
drawing 'civil society' into these
separate processes, it sets an agenda
for 'civil society' which is flawed -
race, gender and 'sustainable
development' cannot be discussed in
isolation from each other and in
isolation from the issue of class.
Without citing economic policy as a
determinant in different forms of
inequality, the causes of oppression
are not dealt with and the piece-meal
eradication of manifestations of the
problem prioritised. In this way
ThaboMbeki is allowed to proclaim
and 'commit' to eradicating racism in
'consultative' processes while he has

closed any discussion on economic
policy. With 'civil society' required
to develop and formulate 'civil
society' positions on an international
scale, compromise is an essential
element to the process. The
reverence with which Mbeki's
opening speech was received is
indicative, at a symbolic level, of the
effect of wanting to build a false
sense of unity amongst this 'civil
society'. Instead of unity being
forged between communities and
groups experiencing similar kinds of
exploitation and oppression, the
NGO Forum seeks to build unity
across difference, particularly class
differences.
It is also only the privileged few
who are able to 'speak' at the NGO
Forum - privileged in terms of

The DSF hadmuch earlier censored
itself by tying the mobilisation to
the South African NGO Coalition,
the body affiliating non-
governmental organizations
nationally. Seduced by the wealth of
resources that SANGOCO
proffered, the DSF subsumed its
planned action under the NGO
programme: Friday, 31 August -
People's Assembly. Romantic
allusions to Porto Allegre followed
and the welfarists absolved
themselves of their Judas silver,
appropriating the popular voice as
they did so to warrant their claims
of representivity. Already
foreclosed, therefore, the DSF - sans
the landless - limped to the assembly
venue to post the new struggle's
personalities and diapora
borrowings on a poster-stage in the
park. The catered lunch was
announced before the programme
waswarming to Palestinian national
liberation and only a dedicated
cluster bothered to pay the speakers
respect. What member of the much
esteemed poor and working class
could find more nourishment in
SANGOCO executive director's
imprecations for a united front f r
social justice than in a Durban-
special bunny chow. The NGOs and
their friend-delegates from around

the world left the park satisfied in
the thought they had thrown their
lot in andmarched with the 'people'.
Job accomplished.
As politically unreliable as the
NGOs andMuslim-Palestinian lobby
proved to be, the lesson to the new
community structures for any future
attempt at national suture can only
be caution. Their campaigns reduced

March against racism
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material resources and the ability to
'speak' in the manner expected by
the NGO Forum and WCAR. The
conferencingmode is also limiting in
terms of the kinds of alternatives
which can be forged through such a
process. It immediately directs
energies and thinking towards the
sphere of the state and the law and
thereby prevents the looking to
alternatives outside of the juridical
sphere. In this way people who have
begun to speak outside of capitalist
frameworks are not heard.
I felt this silencing effect of the
NGO Forum in other ways too.
With different groups staging
marches and demonstrations within
the grounds of the conference venue
almost everyday, people were able
to give themselves the sense that

they were protesting meaningfully
when in fact the enemy to target lies
outside the confines of the NGO
Forum.
In fact, the NGO Forum became a
carnival/festival of protest, diluting
the effect ofmilitant struggle against
a force. Now that the carnival is
over, workers are busy picking up
the remains of placards and banners
and the NGO delegates lucky
enough to be accredited to the
WCAR will now politely lobby for
their positions to be adopted. The
unlucky ones have returned home
satisfied in their efforts towards
effecting change in society. The
really unlucky ones are those left
behind to clean up the mess.

to their mere numbers and their co-
option to hastily engineered
declarations, the DSF served sooner
to contain threatening rupture. For all
South African activists involved,
however, the urgency to share a living
language of resistance was
communicated. One milestone in
political march-ery in South Africa
would have to have been the

rastafarianperformance rearguard.As
relevant, perhaps, asANC -AGENT
OF GLOBAL CAPITAL in a turgid
post-Apartheid South Africa is their
declamation, PHANSI CLONING,
PHANSI MICROCHIP. By a post-
structuralist excursion, the
'movement' had forged a strange,
coincidental unity.
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Palestinians, supporters praying during the anti-racismmarch. Durban,
August 31st.



A new revolt is brewing in South
Africa. As the ANC government
adopts economic policies that
condemn the poor to lives of
misery and marginalisation, the
people who voted the ANC into
power to deliver a "better life for
all" are starting to voice their
discontent. Militantly. At a mass
meeting in the township of
Mpumalanga in August the
following message of struggle and
solidarity to the rest of the world
was composed. A translation from
isiZulu of this historic and moving
document follows hereunder.
It has been seven years since

apartheid ended in the country
where we live. It has been seven
years since the open wound of
colonialism was finally stitched
closed on the continent of
Africa.The defeat of political
systems which for over 350 years
created so much human
degradation and racial violence
against Africans, brought a
moment of hope and a moment of
rest for many of us who live
below the Limpopo River. By
1994 the tireless exertions of the
workers, the militance of the
people in the townships, as well
as the sacrifices of the gallant
youth during the 1980's, finally
brought down the white-minority
government. In the process, we
had built strong, democratic
organizations and elected
individuals to lead us whom we
trusted as honest and principled
people. Of course, we still had to
start building a new society
ourselves. But we looked to our
leaders for policies that would
make this possible by
redistributing the wealth held by
a tiny group of families and
corporations in SouthAfrica. Who
could blame us for wanting to beat
our swords into ploughshares?
For a while we really hoped

things would get better, even
though we kept being told of
delays and compromises and new
economic plans to satisfy the
West. We thought, "If not for us,
then for our children." But things
started to go wrong. The
important people - increasingly
just appointed to lead us - we

DurbanSocialForumDeclaration
by Durban Social Forum
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knew them not. Before elections
they spoke many fine words, but
by their deeds we saw that they
no longer cared about us.When we
looked around, we saw that many
of our leaders had not struggled for
freedom with us or suffered like
we had. And even those who had
been with us, started keeping their
distance. We read the soft words
they spoke to the rich men in our
country, and soon we heard the
harsh words they began speaking
to us.
We were told to pay money or
be thrown out of our homes, to
pay school-fees or have our
children prevented from learning.
We were told that without money
we would be given no water or
lights and minimal medical care.
They gave this an indigenous
name, Masakhane, to pretend that
they acted for our own good. But
all the while, jobs were being cut
by the hundred thousand and
there was no money coming into
our communities anymore. One
day we woke up to learn that it
was now the Government's actual
policy to lose jobs, to cut off the
water of the indigent, to reduce
child-care grants by half, and to
evict with violence those who
could not pay for a piece of land
or a roof over their heads. Most
shocking, as hospitals and clinics
were closed down all over the
countryside, we were told that
"our" government would refuse us
medicine for HIV/Aids, even when
it could prevent babies being
infected by this terrible plague.
The leaders became unrecog-

nizable to us. Even physically.
They became bloated with gravy
and their faces distorted behind
the dark glass of their luxury cars.
They seemed to be much happier
overseas groveling in front of
world leaders when, not long ago,
we had all shared an understanding
that it was the powerful in the
West and the North that had an
interest in our exploitation.
We are sad to report that, since

1999, things have become very
bad in this country for Black
people and the poor. The policies
this regime is pursuing have
caused outbreaks of serious

diseases like cholera. Half of all
Black children in rural areas go
hungry every day and, although a
few Black people in the upper
echelons of theANC have become
fantastically wealthy, South
Africa now has the greatest divide
between rich and poor of any
country in the world. Our
President 's arrogance and
cowardice have caused thousands
of preventable AIDS deaths. The
police again shoot dead students
who protest against unaffordable
fees and the closing down of

unprofitable departments. Instead
of a solution to the land hunger of
our people, we have evictions of
families living on land stolen from
their forefathers, carried out with
a brutality we never thought we
would live to see again.
And so, reluctantly at first but

now with a deepening fury,
communities have started to
resist . In Chatsworth and
Mpumalanga in Kwa-Zulu Natal,
bloody battles have been fought
against evictions and water cut-
offs. The same has happened in
Tafelsig on the Cape Flats. And
in Breddel in Gauteng, landless
people seized their birthright.
They were defeated, but will
always be remembered as the
beginning of a movement for
radical redistribution of land,
away from those who do not need

it and towards those who are
desperate for any piece they can
get. In Isipingo, the community
has voted out of office all political
parties, and elected instead a local
council-member directly
accountable to them. In Soweto,
people are trained to reconnect
electricity and water and occupy
the smart offices of the companies
that urge service cut-offs. In
Johannesburg, an anti-
privatisation group, which unites
comrades from many different
traditions of activism, is growing

from strength to strength.
These local community

struggles have shone a light not
only by their courage in the face
of the enemy, but also courage in
the face of our own prejudices. It
is supremely ironic, and tragic,
that this government's policies
continue to barricade the poor into
racial ghettoes to fight over neo-
liberalism's crumbs while a few of
the rulers share the loot. The
result, increasingly, is the creation
of race-hate. Nonetheless, our
courage can free us. For example,
in this city of Durban where
colonial rulers encouraged
divisions between Indian,
coloured and African people, a
sense of non-racialism is defiantly
entrenched in the community
organizations as we confront our
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Women fromAfrica held a meeting
at the Gender Commission and
identified priorities in the fight
against racial discrimination on their
continent. Thewomen observed that
colonialism is a basic cause of racism
that exists via hierarchies where
women are systematically devalued.
This is manifested in ethnic
intolerance in armed conflict
resulting in refugees, themajority of
who are women and children.
Modern slavery of African women
continues in the form of trafficking
ofwomen and young girls to Europe
and the Middle East. They are used
as sexual andwork slaves in themost
deplorable conditions without pay.
This has led to poverty, state-
lessness and the spread of sexually
transmitted infections and HIV/
AIDS, often through sexual violence.
The African women demanded
that, given the intersectionality of
gender and race, governments must
address the concerns of womenwith
disabilities. They called for an end
to dual legal systems in Africa,
whereby laws discriminate on
matters of religious, family and
personal law. This undermines
women's equality by perpetuating
harmful practices such as wife
inheritance, disinheritance of
widows, and female genital
mutilation. They stated that laws
should grant women full citizenship
rights.

On economic discrimination, they
stated that the link between
colonialism and patriarchy resulted
in the marginalisation of African
women. Globalisation and structural
adjustment has further impoverished
women as the most vulnerable
groups in the continent. Race and
gender biases link to characterise
African women as the primary
couriers of HIV/AIDS. Women as
the majority of the poor bear the
brunt of this disease through high
rates of infection and as care takers
of infected persons.
It was agreed that laws should be
enacted in Africa to implement the
outcomes of theWCAR conference
and other international conventions,
like the International Convention on
the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, The Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
DiscriminationAgainstWomen and
theBeijingDeclaration and Platform
for Action.
There is also need to advocate for
the review and repeal of laws,
particularly the dual systems of
laws that undermine the equality of
men and women in Africa. Finally
they said that mechanisms for
monitoring the impact of racism on
women should be set up. This will
bring out the reality and assist in
designing measures to protect
womenwhomake upmore than half
of the population on the continent.

Violence, racism, and women

Durban Social Forum declaration
common lot not as separate races,
but as "the poors".
Recently, we have come to

understand more about the "global
village," and are ashamed about
the role our government has
chosen to play as an induna of the
West. We wish to apologise to the
people of Palestine, Harlem, East
Timor, Congo, Chiapas, Algeria,
Burma, Sudan, Iraq, the Dalits of
India, the workers in Asian
sweatshops, the women down-
trodden in Afghanistan, the street-
children in Sao Paulo, the political
prisoners in the United States, the

villagers in the Maluti Mountain
Valley, the Aborigines in
Australia, the immigrants of
Europe and North America, and
every other place in our world
where injustice is perpetuated
while the leaders of our country
keep conveniently quiet, or even
support your oppressors. We are
learning about economic
globalisation too. We realize that
while some wounds from the past
have been sewn shut, many others
have been torn open - on the body
of the earth and on the bodies of
human beings. Colonialism is dead

but new overlords impose
themselves. The World Bank,
WEF, G8, IMF and WTO. They
are supported not only by lackey
governments like our own but also
by a legion of other forked-tongue
abbreviations: NGO's, UNO's,
USAIDs and WCAR's; of which
we are all deeply suspicious,
despite their pretense at caring for
us.
But we don't despair. We are

encouraged by what we have read,
heard on the radio, or seen on TV,
about how our brothers and
sisters in the North are bravely

struggling to determine the
character of the new world
economy. Their ways of
struggling are at once so different
and so similar to ours. As our
struggles merge, we are going to
learn better and stronger ways of
fighting against those who hurt us.
We will not make the mistakes of
the past, when all too often we
trusted leaders or parties or
nations or races to save us. We
know now that only the freedom
and justice we the people build
together, has the strength to resist
oppression.
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As more than 10,000 NGO
representatives, youth activists and
government officials fromaround the
world gathered in Durban to discuss
racism and related issues, Africa
Action, Treatment Action
Campaign, Physicians for Human
Rights, Student Global AIDS
Campaign and Oxfam GB strongly
urged delegates to address the most
criticalmanifestation of international
racism - the failure of the
international community to respond
to the AIDS pandemic inAfrica.
Africa has already lost 17 million
people to AIDS, and more than 25
million are currently infected with
HIV. In Durban's province, the
infection rate is 37%. While it is a

disease that knows no borders, and
does not discriminate by race, at
present it is mainly killing black
people and people of color.
Vulnerability is linked to poverty,
poverty to race, and race to
centuries-old history of the slave
trade and colonialism.
AIDS points to more fundamental
global inequalities, illuminating a
systemof global injustice, and global
medical apartheid. It is the
devaluation of black life that has
enabled the world to turn its eyes
away from this global crisis.The rich
countries of the North have the
technology and resources to prevent
millions of unnecessary deaths, and
their failure to respond is a function

of racism.
We call upon the richest countries
of the world to contribute at least
$10 billion to the UNGlobal Health
Fund to fund a comprehensive
program of prevention, treatment
and community support to fight
HIV/AIDS. We demand total
cancellation of Africa's illegitimate
debt as well as affordable access to
AIDS drugs, which represents a
fundamental human right.
We urge the South African

government to immediately
announce the implementation of a
national mother-to-child HIV
prevention programme. In South
Africamore than 150 black children
are born with HIV every day.

Presently, themajority of poor black
women with HIV/AIDS are denied
an intervention that could save their
children while their white and
privileged black counter-parts in the
private sector receive the best
medical interventions. All
governments have a duty to provide
prevention, treatment and com-
munity support to fight HIV/AIDS,
as is being endeavored in Brazil and
Botswana.
Ending the globalAIDS pandemic
is directly dependent upon the
international fight against racism.
Failure to address the HIV/AIDS
pandemic will constitute one of the
greatest crimes against humanity in
world history.

This (excerpted) speech to WCAR
delegates 01 September 2001, in the
"year of the victorious revolution in
the new millennium," caused civil
rights activist and writer EricMann
to characterize Castro as "the real
leader of the free world."
Racism, racial discrimination and
xenophobia constitute a social,
cultural and political phenomenon,
not a natural human instinct: they
are the direct offspring of wars,
military conquest, enslavement and
the individual or collective
exploitation of the weakest by the
most powerful throughout the
length of history.
Nobody has the right to sabotage
this conference which, in someway,
is attempting to alleviate the terrible
suffering and enormous injustice
that these deeds have signified and
still signify for the overwhelming
majority of humanity. Far less does
anybody have the right to impose
conditions, and demand that the
issue of historical responsibility
and just reparations are not even
mentioned.
When Cuba supports this idea of
compensation as an ineludible duty
to the victims of racism, it has an
important precedent in the

compensation being received by the
descendents of those very Jewish
peoples who suffered an odious and
brutal racist holocaust. The real and
irrefutable fact is that tens of
millions ofAfricans were captured,
sold like merchandise and
dispatched to the other side of the
Atlantic to work as slaves, and that
70million native Indians died in the
western hemisphere as a con-
sequence of European conquest and
colonization. (Applause)
The inhuman exploitation to

which people of the Americas,
Africa andAsia were subjected, has
affected the destiny and present-
day life of over 4.5 billion persons
inhabiting the ThirdWorld nations,
and whose indices of poverty,
unemployment, infant mortality,
life prospects and other disasters
impossible to enumerate in a brief
speech, are both shocking and
horrifying. These are the current
victims of that barbarity that lasted
for centuries, and the unmistakable
creditors of reparations for the
horrendous crimes committed
against their ancestors and peoples.
(Applause)
Brutal exploitation did not

terminate when many countries

gained their independence, nor even
after the formal abolition of slavery.
From the early years of
independence, the principal
ideologists of the United States
created concepts and strategies
unquestionably expansionist in
nature. In their advance towards the
West the former white colonists of
European origin seized land
occupied for thousands of years by
its indigenous inhabitants and
exterminated millions of them.
They did not halt at the borders of
formerly Spanish possessions, and
Mexico was likewise stripped of
millions of square kilometers and
incalculable natural resources. The
abominable and inhumane slavery
system was maintained in the
increasingly powerful and
expansive nation that emerged in
North America for nearly one
hundred years after the famous
1776 Declaration of Independence,
which proclaimed that all men are
born free and equal.
After the merely formal abolition
of slavery, for a further century
African Americans were subjected
to the cruelest racial discrimination,
which has continued in place for
virtually four decades and which

cost the lives of Martin Luther
King, Malcolm X and other
outstanding fighters.
(Applause)
For purely racist reasons, the

worst and the longest prison
sentences fall toAfricanAmericans,
and within U.S. society it is they
who suffer the greatest poverty and
the worst living conditions
(Applause). Even worse are the
contempt for and discrimination
against what remains of its
indigenous populations.
One does not have to mention

data on the economic and social
state ofAfrica. Entire countries and
even complete regions of Sub-
Saharan Africa are at risk of
disappearing due to an extremely
complex combination of economic
backwardness, extreme poverty and
serious diseases�old and new�
which are scourging those nations.
The situation in a large number of
Asian countries is no less tragic.
Add to that fabulous and
irrecoverable debts, unequal terms
of trade, ruinous prices for their
basic products, a demographic
explosion, neoliberal globalization
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and climatic changes, with their
consequence of prolonged drought
alternating with increasingly
dramatic rains and flooding. It can
be mathematically demonstrated
that such a situation is
unsustainable. (Applause)
The developed countries and their
consumer societies, currently
responsible for the accelerated and
virtually unstoppable destruction
of the environment, have been the
largest beneficiaries of the conquest,
enslavement, merciless exploitation
and extermination of hundreds of
millions of peoples now
constituting the Third World, for
the economic order imposed on
humanity, for the privileges
conceded to the United States and
its allies at Bretton Woods, for the
International Monetary Fund and
the international financial
institutions created exclusively by
them and for them. (Applause)
This rich world possesses the

technical and financial resources to
pay off its debt to humanity. The
hegemonic superpower moreover,
should pay off the particular debt
it has withAfricanAmericans, with
the American Indians herded into
the reservations, and to tens of
millions of Latin American,
Caribbean immigrants and those
from other poor countries, whether
of Asian, African or mixed-racial
origin, victims of discrimination and
contempt.
The funds needed to save the

world from tragedy exist.
�Call a complete halt to the arms
race and weapons trading, which
only generate desolation and death.
(Applause)
�Redirect to development the major
part of the trillions of dollars
annually spent on commercial
publicity, the forger of consumer
illusions and habits that are
impossible to achieve, together with
the poison that is destroying
national identities and cultures.
�Establish in a reasonable and
effective form the taxation system
on speculative operations proposed
by Nobel Prize Winner James
Tobin. (Applause)
�Put an immediate end to the
genocide of the Palestinian people

(Applause) that is taking place
before the shocked eyes of the
world. Respect its right to
independence and peace, and you
will have nothing to fear from UN
documents.
I am well aware that, in the search
to alleviate the terrible situation in
which their countries find
themselves, many African friends
and others have suggested [trying
to] obtain something from this
conference. I understand them but
I cannot renounce my conviction
that the more frankly the truth is
told, the greater the possibility of
being heard and respected.
(Applause) Centuries of deception

are more than enough.
I have only three brief questions
based on a truth that nobody can
disregard.
The developed and rich capitalist
countries are currently participating
in the imperialist system and
economic order imposed on the
world, which is based on the
philosophy of egotism and brutal
competition among people, nations
and blocs, which is completely
removed from any sentiment of
solidarity and international
cooperation. However sincere blind
faith in such a system and the
convictions of their most serious
statesmen might be, are they

capable of comprehending the
gravity of the present-day world,
ruled in its incoherent and unequal
development by blind laws, by the
interest of the transnational
companies? (Applause) Can they
comprehend the approaching
universal chaos and rebellion?
Although they might wish to, can
they put an end to racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and
other related forms of intolerance,
which are precisely all the others?
From my point of view, we are
facing amajor economic, social and
political crisis of a global nature. Let
us be aware of these realities.
Alternatives will arise. History has
demonstrated that great solutions
have only emerged from great crisis.
The right of the peoples to life and
justice will inevitably impose itself.
I believe in the mobilization and

struggle of the peoples! (Applause)
I believe in just ideas! I believe in
the truth! I believe in humanity!
Thank you. (Ovation)

Compensation
continued from previous page

photos courtesy François L'Écuyer, IMC-South Africa

photo courtesy GRANMA


