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New York is slowly returning to some
sense of normalcy.

Search and recovery teams picke d
through the smoldering ruins of what
used to be the World Trade Center even as
Wall Street re-opened on September 17.
O ver 200 bodies have been found. 6,333
more are missing. No one has crawled out
of the rubble since September 12. T h e
haunting posters of the missing stare out
at us from pay phones, bus shelters, and
the sides of buildings; they are reluctant
to leave us…and we aren’t quite ready to
let go of them.

We are still picking up the pieces. 

A million people were expected to
gather this Sunday in Sheeps Meadow in
Central Park for an open-air memorial
service. But in a still-skittish city, this mass
outpouring of grief was curtailed to a more
manageable prayer service of 50,000 held
at Ya n kee Stadium. Ti c kets only.

Is this a sign of the future?
Soon enough, New York will turn its

attention to the awesome task of recon-
struction. How will the $20 billion in fed-
eral relief money be divvied up? Lower
Manhattan will be rebuilt in one form or
another, but what about the needs of the
long-neglected outer boroughs? Citywide

primary elections will be held on Tuesday,
September 25. Will anyone remember to
vote? And will the overwhelmed Board of
Elections be able to tabulate the votes?

Meanwhile, a young president with little
firsthand knowledge of the outside world is
preparing to lead the nation on a global cru-
sade to “rid the world of ev i l d o e r s .” 

The clamor for retaliation has been
g r owing since September 11 and the
majority of the country supports the presi-
dent, for now. Others persist in asking if
there is another way, besides war, to break
the cycle of violence.

PICKING UP THE PIECES

Rapid Deployment: New York City  
Peace  Movement Hits the Streets

An eclectic grassroots move m e n t
against war and racism is emerging in the
heart of a traumatized city.

Between 6,000 and 7,000 people
marched against the war Friday,
September 21 from Union Square to
Times Square. It was the largest anti-war

rally in the nation, to date, since the
September 11 attacks. 

Meeting halls in Lower Manhattan and
Midtown have been packed to overflow-
ing with community activists. Outside the
meetings, they are organizing frenetically
online. Teach-ins have sprung up on cam-
puses around the city. A September 14
candlelight vigil for peace in Union

Square drew several thousand, and a
Sunday afternoon rally against violence
towards Arabs was held at the Brooklyn
Heights Promenade (see story on pg. 5 ).
Roughly 700-800 people were on hand. 

“Whenever we go out with signs, peo-
ple say ‘thank you very much,’” said
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WHAT IS THE IMC?
With autonomous chapters in over 80 cities through-
out the world, the two-year-old Independent Media
Center has quickly grown into an international net-
work of volunteer media activists.

The IMC’s mission is to create a new media ethic by
providing progressive, in-depth and accurate cover-
age of issues that affect us daily. We are a communi-
ty-based organization using media production and
distribution to support and facilitate communities’
political and cultural self-representation. We seek to
illuminate and analyze local and global issues impact-
ing individuals, communities and eco-systems by pro-
viding media tools and space to those seeking to com-
municate their issues to the world.

Unlike corporate media, we do not pretend to be
unbiased. Subjectivity comes with the human pack-
age. Rather, we espouse open dialogue, and the
importance of placing the means of communication
and creativity back in the hands of the people, and
away from the drive of profit.

The IMC’s work in cyberspace – please visit the
local website at www. n y c . i n d y m e d i a . o rg or the glob-
al site at www. i n d y m e d i a . o rg for up-to-the-minute
re p o rts on actions and news near and far – feature s
self-published stories as well as a wide sampling of
photos, videos and audio clips. The New York City
c h a p t e r ’s print publication, the Indypendent, looks to
b roaden the IMC’s reach through the written word by
literally putting the news in people’s hands on NYC
s t reets. It is funded solely by benefits, subscriptions,
and individual donations from community members.

WHAT CAN I DO TO GET INVOLVED?
In aiming to tear down the walls between media pro-
ducers and consumers, we encourage you to take part
in this growing media (r)evolution. The options for
involvement are numerous: write for the
Indypendent, film events and rallies, self-publish arti-
cles to the web, take photos, etc., or just help us run
the office. As an organization relying entirely on vol-
unteer support, we encourage all forms of participa-
tion.

Stop complaining about the media and all of its
shortcomings – take action by voicing your insights
and analysis. If you would like to become involved,
email us at imc-nyc-print@indymedia.org, call us at
(212) 684-8112 for general information on the NYC
IMC or visit www.nyc.indymedia.org.
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The Indypendent seeks submissions from readers to
cover news, cultural events, opinion, etc. Include con-
tact information and be diligent in citing sources.
Articles should be less than 1,200 words in length.
Letters should be under 300 words. Pictures and
graphics are always needed. If possible send stories
via email and disc, although hard copies can also be
accepted. All mail should be sent to NYC Independent
Media Center, 34 E. 29th St. 2nd Floor, New York City,
NYC 10016.

We also urge readers to write or email letters to the
IMC for publication. Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. The print team reserves the right to edit arti-
cles for length, content and clarity but please give us
detailed information on how we can contact you to
review edits. We welcome your participation in the
entire editorial process.
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Nothing will ever be the same, we’r e
told, after the cataclysmic terrorism of 911.
Yet some things seem unchanged in the
media—such as the pundit clamor for retal-
iation against someone, somewhere, fast. 

As a talk radio host in New York put it:
“Bomb somebody, goddamnit!” 

We’ve been here before, almost exact-
ly three years ago. In the wake of terror
bombings of two U.S. embassies in Africa,
President Clinton was urged to take deci-
sive action, and on August 20, 1998, he
ordered missile attacks on two targets pur-
portedly linked to Osama bin Laden, the
accused mastermind of the bombings. 

One target of operation “Infi n i t e
Reach” was bin Laden’s paramilitary camp
in Afghanistan. “The U.S. picked the high-
ly accurate cruise missile for the strikes
against the Afghan camp,” reported CNN’s
military correspondent Jamie McIntrye,
“because of their ability to fly with pin-
point accuracy.” One of the missiles was so
inaccurate it hit the wrong country,
Pakistan, several hundred miles off-course. 

The other target was the Al Shifa fac-
tory in Sudan, alleged by the Clinton
administration to be linked to bin Laden
and to be producing chemical wa r fa r e
agents. The factory was destroyed and
workers there were killed and maimed. 

That night, Sen. John McCain
appeared on f ive national TV programs in
less than three hours to endorse the presi-
dent’s action. The next day, the missile
attacks were supported on the editorial
pages of America’s leading dailies. 

But soon, Western professionals who
had worked at the Sudan plant began to
speak credibly of the plant being just what
the Sudanese government claimed it was: a
civilian factory producing a major share of
the pharmaceuticals for an impoverished
country.

Western journalists who rushed to the
scene of the U.S. missile attack found
medicine, but no security features that one
would expect at a military or weapons
facility. Sudan’s government offered jour-
nalists unfettered access to the area. 

The U.S. government said that it had
obtained a suspicious soil sample from
near the plant nine months before the
cruise attack. But as New York Times
reporter James Risen noted in an exhaus-
tive study a year after the Sudan factory
had been leveled, “officials throughout the
government raised doubts up to the eve of
the attack about whether the United States
had sufficient information linking the fac-
tory to either chemical weapons or to Mr.
bin Laden.”

Risen reported that intelligence ana-
lysts in the State Department were drafting
an internal report saying the cruise attack
on the Sudan factory had not been justifi e d ,
but the report was killed by higher ups. 

What’s not in dispute is that Sudan
government officials forced Osama bin
Laden to leave their country in 1996. Or
that the Al Shifa factory had been pur-
chased by a Sudanese businessman five
months before the missile attack—a fact
that was unknown to the U.S. at the time it
targeted the plant. 

Three years after the U.S. government
likely killed and injured innocent people
on foreign soil in a misguided “retaliation
against terrorism,” media voices are again
calling for a quick and forceful reprisal. 

Outrage is the natural and appropriate
response to the mass murder of September
11. But media should not be glibly encour-
aging retaliatory violence without remem-
bering that U.S. retaliation has killed inno-
cent civilians abroad, violated internation-
al law and done little to make us safer.

Jeff Cohen is the founder of FAIR, a
national media watch group based in New

York — and a panelist on Fox News
Channel’s News Watch.

Remembering the
Last U.S. Retaliation
Against Terror

BY JEFF COHEN



NY State
Passes New
Te rro r i s m
L a w
BY NYC IMC STAFF

“ T h e re is a natural concern by some
people that you don’t want to ove r re a c t
and go too far in dealing with people’s
c ivil liberties,” State Senate Majority
Leader Joseph L. Bruno told re p o r t e r s
after the New York State Legislature
passed its new A n t i - Te r rorism A c t .
“But from my point of view, now is the
time that if we ove r react, we ove r re a c t
in terms of protecting our potential vic-
tims and innocent people, and not
worry in the least about coddling
potential criminals.”

On Monday, without any public
notice and little debate, the New Yo r k
L e g i s l a t u re ove r w h e l m i n g l y
a p p roved new anti-terrorism laws
that re d e fine terrorism, expand the
use of the death penalty and eases
s u rveillance of suspected terro r i s t s .
And critics fear the act—which was
passed in an emergency session—is
indeed an ove r re a c t i o n .

“As a matter of political process it
should give us cause to pause and be
c o n c e rned anytime a legislative body
in a crisis passes something that
would never have otherwise passed,”
said Albany civil rights attorn e y
Mark Mishler.

Mishler opposes the bill because it
expands the death penalty and could
be used to target non-terrorist politi-
cal groups. Also, the secretive method
in which the bill was passed worries
the attorney.

“It could affect political activists
who engage in civil disobedience,”
said Mishler.

T h a t ’s because a terrorist is
described as an individual who com-
mits a “specified offense” while
attempting to: intimidate a civilian
population, influence a policy of a
governmental unit or to affect the con-
duct of a unit of government.

There were a handful of dissidents
in the Legislature who rejected the
new law, including A s s e m b l y m a n
Richard N. Gottfried who told the
I n d y p e n d e n t he voted against the
m e a s u re because it expanded the
death penalty law.

There also remains questions as to
whether the law will ever be used.
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-
Manhattan, described the bill as
“overkill” and predicted no one would
ever be prosecuted under the laws
since terrorism is usually dealt with at
the national level.

Since the September 11 attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon,
Washington officials have proposed a series
of draconian leg i s l a t ive proposals that
would have had no chance of passing a
month ago. While some of the bills deal
with anti-terrorist activities, civil libertari-
ans charge the proposals pose major priva-
cy concerns and threaten fundamental free-
doms guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution.
O ver 125 groups, ranging from the
American Civil Liberties Union to the Gun
Owners of America, have called for
Congress to carefully rev i ew the new bills. 

Below we have outlined a series of the
proposed law changes under debate in
Washington as well as policy changes that
have already been enacted.

IMMIGRATION
Enacted:
INS regulations were changed to

a l l ow suspected terrorists to be held
i n d e finitely during national emerg e n c i e s ,
even if no charges are filed. During non-
e m e rg e n cy times, suspected terrorists can
be held for up to 48 hours (up from 24)
before being charg e d .

Proposals:
Even without evidence, the Attorney

General would be empowered to detain
and deport any non-citizen if there is “rea-
son to believe” the individual “may pose a
risk to the national security.” Appeals or
judicial review will not be allowed.

The definition of terrorist activ i t y
would expand to include any use or threat
to use any weapon against person or prop-
erty “other than for mere personal mone-
tary gain.” (“On this view, a bar fight or
domestic dispute that involved a knife or a
broken bottle would qualify as terrorism,”
writes David Cole, professor at
Georgetown Law School.)

Non-citizens could be retroactive l y
deported for providing material support for
a ny terrorist organization. (“Under this
law, a permanent resident alien could be
deported today for making a donation to
the African National Congress, because
that group in the past engaged in military
as well as nonviolent opposition to
apartheid. And the permanent resident
could also be deported for having provided
such aid in the 1980s, when thousands of
Americans were doing the same thing, and
when it was plainly lawful to do so,” said
Cole. He added this is blatantly unconsti-
tutional, violating the First and Fifth
Amendments.)

CIVIL LIBERTIES
Proposals in the Justice Department’s

Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001 would allow:
The U.S. government to seize DNA

samples, educational records and tax
returns from “suspected” terrorists;

The U.S. government to seize assets of
foreign governments suspected of harbor-
ing or aiding terrorists;

Prohibition of citizens possessing biolog-
ical agents that could be used in wa r fa r e

unless they can prove the agents are for “pro-
p hylactic, protective or peaceful purpose”;

Investigators to gain greater access to
banking, credit, and other consumer
records in counter-intelligence investiga-
tions involving either national security or
“suspected terrorists”;

The granting of single-jurisdiction
search warrants in terrorism cases; (This
would allow magistrates to issue orders to
seize evidence anywhere in the U.S. vio-
lating the concept of jurisdiction,  accord-
ing the Center for Democracy and
Technology.)

Seizure of voicemail messages with a
warrant rather than a wiretap order;

The disclosure of wiretapping informa-
tion to any executive branch employee –
potentially millions of people;

E m e rg e n cy disclosure of electronic
communications without a judicial order in
situations of immediate danger of death or
serious injury; and

The sampling of DNA from all con-
victed felons.

SURVEILLANCE
Proposals in the Justice Department’s

Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001 would allow:
• “Roving wiretap” authority to intelli-

gence wiretaps. (Under a roving wiretap,
intelligence officials could tap any phone a
suspect may use. Currently, a wiretap
order only applies to a single phone. Thus
a roving wiretap dramatically increases the
number of communications which could
be monitored under a single order.);

• An intelligence tap to be put on a sus-
pect in a case in which a foreign agent is
under a primarily criminal inve s t i ga t i o n .
(Procedures for gathering intelligence about
foreign agents are governed by the Fo r e i g n
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). FISA
r egulations allow FBI agents to obtain a tap
based on suspicion, rather than probable
cause, which is harder to prove. Criminal
taps still require agents show probable
cause. Under the guise of making commu-
nication between law enforcement and
intelligence easier, the bill creates a back-
door in which inve s t i gators can ga t h e r
information for a criminal case while eva d-
ing Fourth Amendment protections.);

• “Nationwide service” for pen register
and trap and trace orders. (As the ACLU
notes, this means the bill “would author-
ize…the equivalent of a blank warrant in
the physical world: the court issues the
order and the law enforcement official fills
in the place to be searched.”);

• Law enforcement official to get a pen
register or trap and trace order for elec-
tronic communication as long as it is “rel-
evant to an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.” (Because the information gathered
this way includes websites, it includes con-
tent information. Therefore, law enforce-
ment officials can circumvent probable
cause requirements and look in on what
anyone is reading.);

The government to ban encrypted email
to help the CIA and FBI monitor online
communication by terrorists. (According
to critics such as Phil Zimmermann, the

creator of the popular PGP email encryp-
tion package, criminals and terrorists
would continue to develop and use
encrypted email while law-abiding citizens
would lose the benefits of encrypted email
offers for e-commerce and legal business
transactions.);

During emergency situations, any U.S.
attorney or state attorney general to order
the installation of the FBI’s Carnivore Net-
surveillance system to monitor the elec-
tronic communications of citizens without
obtaining a court order first; and

Eased requirements for the government
to obtain information on the Internet usage
of suspected terrorists.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Proposals in the Justice Department’s

Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001 would allow:
• Expanded authority for the govern-

ment to request “secret searches” in every
criminal offense. (This vast expansion of
power goes far beyond anything necessary
to conduct terrorism inve s t i ga t i o n s ,
according to the ACLU.)

• Expanded the government’s forfeiture
powers in criminal cases not related to ter-
rorism. It would allow the government to
take any property of an accused person —
even if the person has not been convicted
of any crime and the property was not
obtained during the commission of a
crime. (Under this provision, the govern-
ment could seize a person’s home, car or
any other asset before proving that the per-
son had committed any crime, according to
the ACLU.)

INTELLIGENCE
Enacted:
• The Justice Department has rescinded

the so-called “Deutch” limitations on the
recruitment of agents with “unsavory” back-
grounds to infiltrate terrorist organizations. 

Proposals in the Justice Department’s
Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001 would allow:

• The National Security Agency’s to use
the controversial data collection system
Echelon – which the U.S. denied even
existed until recently — to gather informa-
tion about Americans;

• The FBI to collect evidence for crim-
inal cases under the looser standards of
foreign intelligence investigations — an
end-run around the relatively stringent
requirements for wiretaps in criminal cases
and a breach of the understanding that led
to enactment of Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act, according to the ACLU;  

• Information obtained by foreign gov-
ernments to be used in U.S. courts for
intelligence, even if the information was
gathered in a process that would have vio-
lated U.S. law for illegal searches and
seizures. (“Such a provision is ripe for
abuse and provides unhealthy incentives
for more widespread foreign surveillance
of U.S. individuals,” reported the Center
For Democracy and Technology.)

(Reporting by Kassia Arbabi, Mike
Burke and Sarah Groff-Palermo)
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CIVIL LIBERTIES: 
CASUALTIES OF WAR



Fair trade activists are rallying to block
a Republican initiative to ramrod Fast
Track legislation through a shell-shocked
Congress. 

Bill Thomas (R-Calif.), chairman of
the powerful House Ways and Means
Committee, is pushing for a vote on Fast
Track legislation as soon as next week.
The proposed Fast Track leg i s l a t i o n
(recently renamed “Trade Promotion
Authority”) would grant the president
broad powers to negotiate international
trade agreements such as the Free Trade
Area of the Americas (FTAA) which
would expand NAFTA (North American
Free Trade Agreement) to 31 more nations
in the Western Hemisphere. Under Fast
Track, Congress will only be able to vote
“yes” or “no” on the final treaty. No
amendments would be allowed. 

Critics denounced Thomas’s move as
opportunistic. 

“There is a bipartisan mood right now.
Nobody wants to piss off the president,”
said Margrete Strand, field director of
Public Citizen, a Washington, D.C.-based
group that closely monitors U.S. trade
policy. “...Our message is that it’s really
inappropriate to vote for this now.”

Republican leaders, Strand said, post-
poned a vote on Fast Track in July because
they didn’t have the votes to pass it. Anti-
Fast Track bus tours and news conferences
were held in key Congressional districts
during the August recess and several more
members of Congress came out against
Fast Track. 

Little known in the United States,
FTAA negotiations were launched in 1994
by the Clinton Administration and are
scheduled to be completed by 2005.
Congress refused to grant Fast Tr a c k

approval in 1997. When 34 heads of state
from the Western Hemisphere met in
Quebec City earlier this year to jumpstart
stalled negotiations, they were greeted by
more than 50,000 protesters.

The negotiations have been closed to
the public and a wide array of activists
worry that FTAA would promote a sweep-
ing privatization of public services (health
care, education, environmental protection,
etc.), drive down wages and labor stan-
dards, require unwilling countries to
import genetically engineered foods and
enforce draconian patent laws that would
effectively deny life-saving AIDS drugs to
millions of poor people. 

Parts of the proposed text that were
l e a ked in April indicate that FTAA wo u l d
g ive foreign investors the right to sue
national, state and local governments ove r
l aws (such as environmental and consumer
safety measures) that hinder their profi t s .
A similarly secretive arbitration process is
p r ovided for in Chapter 11 of NA F TA and
to date corporations have filed claims for
billions of dollars in lost profi t s .

Thomas’ Fast Track bill mentions pro -
tecting environmental, labor and con-
sumer safety standards without allowing
for trade sanctions to be used against
countries that violate these standards. 

“The worry is that some lame alterna-
tive gets pushed out there and enough free
trade Democrats feel comfortable signing
off on it,” Strand said. 

Strand added that it was still uncertain
whether Thomas’s ploy would succeed.

“It seems like he is free riding on this.
I’m not sure the Republican leadership is
supporting him on this,” Strand said. “The
scary thing is that something like this can
gain momentum.”

For more information see,
www.publiccitizen.org

n Reach out to friends and fam-
ily in person, telephone, email
etc.There are chat rooms for support.

n Be sure to get rest. If you
d e p r ive yourself of sleep for a long
period it is much harder to cope,
process the trauma, and you are more
l i kely to get sick.

n Eat a well balanced diet. If
there are special comfort foods it
d o e s n ’t hurt to do a little  ex t r a
indulging right now.

n Don’t expect to fully recover
right away. Events, anniversaries etc.
can retrigger emotions.

n Don’t expect people to handle
recovery in the same way.

n Don’t drink excessively. Having
a drink or two with supportive friends,
however, could be helpful.

n Try to provide a routine for
yourself, but don’t be too hard on
yourself if you don’t have the energ y
or motivation to perform up to your
usual standard. 

n D o n ’t be hard on others also.
Remember many people are more
irritable with those around them after
a trauma.

n Many people find watching an
upbeat video, reading an engrossing
book or doing a crossword puzzle is
helpful to take their mind out of the
time and place of the trauma.

n Long warm baths, yoga, and
relaxing music are other possibilities.

n Turn to your dog or cat for a lit-
tle extra TLC.

n Keep a daily journal of events
and your reactions and think of this as
a time to de-stress yourself.

n Try to find a physical outlet
which could include more formal
a c t ivities such as cycling, wo r k i n g
out, swimming or activities such as
knitting, wo o d working, and bread
making,  which will invo l ve your
hands and take your mind off the
trauma for while.

n Finding activities to help others
can take your mind off your own per-
sonal stress.

n Decide if you are watching too
many reruns of the disaster.

n Do special pampering such as
massage, getting hair done, nails.

n Have some get-togethers with
family or friends.

COPING WITH
TRAUMA

Tammy Rosenthal is a Licenced Clinical Social Wo r ker and
D i rector of Child and Adolecent  Services at the Family Service
of Morris County. Here she off e rs some advice for those who
might be suffering from post-traumatic stress syndro m e :

Fair Traders Rush 
To Halt Fast Track

Thousands of candles have been burning for days as the city
mourns those who perished and suffered in the attacks.

BY JOHN TARLETON



Several hotlines have been set up to report bias attacks. When calling, report as much detail about the incident as possible, such as the name and ethnicity of the victim,
what happened, what was said, done, thrown, where the incident occurred, time of the incident, and description of the assailants.

1) Desi’s Rising Up & Moving for South Asians in NYC & NJ: (212) 631-3689.
2) Asian American Legal Defense & Education Fund for South Asians, particularly Sikhs, Bangladeshis & Pakistanis in the NYC area. 

Contact: Sinyen Ling, (212) 760-9110 or (212) 966-5932, sling@aaldef.org
3) The US Commission on Civil Rights national hotline to take discrimination   

complaints from Muslims and Arabs: (800) 552-6843.

NY’ers Intolerant of Racism
Four days after the unprecedented attacks on the World

Trade Center Towers, three days after the New York Post
put out a call to “kill the bastards,” and two days after the
Washington Post stated that “America roused to a right-
eous anger has always been a force for good,” three men
lay dead for their brown skin.

On September 15, a Sikh man from Arizona, a
Pakistani Muslim from Texas and an Egyptian man from
California were shot down in what appears to be one the
most violent episodes of a rising backlash against Arab,
Muslim, and even Indian-Americans. Many connect this
cruel backlash to the government and media’s portrayal of
Arabs and Muslims as terrorists.

“We are now living as if not even a part of this coun-
try,” said Farah, a Pakistani mother of four. She emerged
from her Brooklyn community of Bay Ridge, where four
individuals have already been attacked, to march on
September 16 with hundreds of New Yorkers angered by
the rising hostility. “Most [others] are still too scared to
come outside.”

Anti-Muslim incidents reported to the Committee for
American-Islamic Relations in the week following the
World Trade Center attack exceeded 500, surpassing the
total for all of last year by over 200. In 23 states, the press
has documented accounts of attacks ranging from physi-
cal and verbal abuse to arson and bomb threats to murder.

“There is an intense climate of fear,” says Monami
Maulik, whose Queens-based immigrant rights group
established a hotline to provide support. She has wit-
nessed “everything from mosques being attacked to kids
spitting in the faces of women dressed in hejab,” the tra-
ditional wrap that many Muslim females have chosen to
shed for safety reasons. 

President Bush, Mayor Giuliani, and other political lead-
ers have vocally condemned the racially motivated attacks
sweeping the country, readying the U.S. Department of
J u s t i c e ’s hotline for national complaints. Extra police pres-
ence has been deployed to safeguard mosques. 

Yet for many of the over 3 million Arabs and 6 million
Muslims in the United States, additional police surveil-
lance is not such a comforting presence. 

“In the last 20 years, American xenophobia towards
Middle Easterners has gotten very intense,” says Norma
Moruzzi, a professor at University of Illinois, Chicago.
“This has felt like the first stay of the hostage crisis, but
worse.”

Pigeonholing Arabs and Muslims as terrorists got a
legal boost in 1996 with the passage of the Anti-Terrorism
and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA). The bill
allows “secret evidence” to be used in deporting immi-
grants, and forbids the contribution of funds and humani-
tarian aid to terrorist organizations. Of the 36 groups list -
ed by the State Department, 17 are Islamic.

Despite the A c t ’s name, Moruzzi charges the leg i s l a t i o n
aims to not only fight terrorism but to “scapegoat immi-
grants when the U.S. is under economic or social pressure.”

Ironically, the legislation was passed in response to the
Oklahoma City bombing, committed by right-wing mili-
tants, not Islamic fundamentalists, though many media
sources initially jumped to such a conclusion. 

“According to F.B.I. statistics, Arab Americans have
the lowest crime rate of all American ethnic communi-
ties,” said Dr. Fadwa El Guindi, former president of the
American Arab Anti-Discriminatory Committee. “But,
you wouldn’t know it from the media reportage.”

“A lot of the hysterical edge is being fueled by the
media,” Moruzzi said.

While the New York Post displayed bin Laden’s beard-
ed face on a “Wanted: Dead or Alive” poster, the editorial
editor of the Detroit News directed blame more broadly.
“The sad truth is that far too many terrorists are Arabs.
And the response from the Arab and Muslim-American
communities has been too weak.”

In the face of overwhelming anti-Arab and Muslim
sentiment embraced by mainstream media, many
Americans have expressed support for Islamic and Arab
Americans. “For every hate call we receive, we get 10
from people who just want to express that they care,” said
Arab American Institute President James Zogby.

While all Americans are suffering from the bombings’
casualty toll, many Arab and Muslim residents are experi-
encing both the burn of harassment and the sorrow of loss.
“Pakistanis working in the newsstands below the World
Trade Center subway are missing too,” said Farah. “But
their friends are too scared to search for them as
missing persons.”

BY HEATHER HADDON

A diverse group rallied in Brooklyn Heights on September 16 to dispel notions that Arabs or Muslims are
violent or hateful.Arab-Americans have the lowest crime rate of any ethnic group in the United States,
according to FBI statistics.

HOTLINES TO REPORT BIAS AT TAC K S

Arab father and son mourn with NYC.



I thought and re-thought my role as a tiny part of a movement that aimed to chip away at that power, non-violently, through coalitions, through information, through persua-
sion, through intelligence, through resistance. I never dreamed the buildings could actually disintegrate, in a matter of seconds.

……
Evil begets goodness. This was the epitome of evil: deliberate mass murder of innocent people. And yet everywhere in this city famous for its gruffness, people were

being good to each other. Free food, water, shoes, rides, hugs, nods of understanding.
……

By the end of the day I know that my family has been lucky. We are all safe, none of our relatives or friends were in the building. But like many or most New Yorkers,
we are just one or two degrees of separation from the tragedy. The father of a boy in my daughter’s fourth grade class called his wife, the head of the PTA, from the 101st floor
when the first plane hit to say goodbye. He hasn’t been heard from since. Another neighbor, a man I saw on Saturdays during the youth soccer season or when picking my
daughter up from a playdate, made it out of the building with his wife. He told her to go get the kids, and then he went back in to try to help. He hasn’t come back out.

DAY 2
Today is different from yesterday. The streets are eerily quiet, the parks are full, a hot, sunny snow day. A kite flies. People

jog. Kids hit baseballs. People start yelling at each other in cars again. But underneath it all, we all know it’s not normal. Eve r y o n e
is thinking about it, wondering about it, processing it, reflecting on it. Looking up nervously every time a plane goes by. 

My daughter and her cousin build a sculpture on the ground. Sticks are the remains of the twin towers. Wood chips are the
rubble. Stones are the buried people.

……
We don’t know who did this or exactly why. But let’s suppose for a moment that one of the goals of this action was to inform

the world that a war is going on against the United States. Two days ago, almost no one would agree that the U.S. was at war .
Yesterday George Bush, Colin Powell and the entire mass media confirmed we are at war. Terrorist mission accomplished.
Let’s say another goal was to identify, through use of symbols, the target of that war. The World Trade Center and Pentagon
are the unquestioned symbols of U.S. financial and military might. They were brilliant choices. Terrorist mission accom-
plished. Let’s assume, finally, that a third goal was to terrify U.S. citizens into allowing a crackdown on civil liberties in the
U.S., to allow racial profiling, unwarranted searches, and so on. Terrorist mission accomplished.

We should have known this already. The suicide mission killing U.S. Marines in Beirut changed U.S. policy in Lebanon.
The terror campaign of the contras throughout the 80’s wore down the population of Nicaragua until they cried uncle and gave
the government to U.S. allies. (Those terrorists were called freedom fighters by Ronald Reagan, but if the contras’method of
killing innocent civilians is not terrorism, what is?)

We did know terrorism works. That’s why we worked with Manuel Noriega. That’s why we collaborated with the Pinochet
regime. That’s why we trained the contras and other death squads in Central America. That’s why we trained Osama bin Laden!
(This according to Michael Moore, who cites MSNBC as his source.) We are the Dr. Frankenstein of nations, creating terror-
ist monsters we then have to kill off.

Bush says we wo n ’t distinguish
between terrorists and those that harbor
them. A letter writer to the [New York]
Times says we must fight those “who
hate our values.” Well, many French
people hate our values. Many religious
people hate our values. I often hate our
values (not freedom and democracy, but
commercialism and materialism)

It is so hard to see “our values” as
others see them, through our actions as a
nation. Most of us never even try......

DAY 3

A Brooklyn
Diary

BY KENNY BRUNO

DAY 1
When this happens, you want to be with your children. My son seems so unreachable, though just a few miles away,

across the East River in Manhattan. When the second tower blows, I try to get to him by bicycle, but can’t get through
the smoke or the police lines. In the evening I’m able to get to him, and we walk back home over the Brooklyn Bridge.
It is a perversely, stubbornly beautiful sunset, with an orange sky behind the Statue of Liberty, and light reflecting off the
buildings, such as I have seen many times from that bridge. The Empire State, the Chrysler, the CitiCorp building, all the
midtown skyscrapers look, as usual, like parts of the Emerald City. People are taking photographs. Everyone is calm.
Behind us, where the twin towers used to be, is only black smoke.

It had really happened.
Skyscrapers were never my favorite part of New York, nor, for me at least, an important symbol. I prefer the board-

walk of Coney Island, the restaurants of Chinatown, the galleries and lofts of SoHo, the brownstones of Harlem and
Brooklyn, Central Park, Madison Square Garden. When I used to commute by bicycle into Manhattan over the bridge, I
stared at the towers, but I never loved them. I thought about the conglomerations of corporate and financial power inside.

This article has been edited for length. For full transcript,
please see “A Brooklyn Diary” at www.corpwatch.org



Tired of seeing the plane crash into the tower over and over in my dreams, I bring this new danger into my home early in the form of the New York Post, which practically
screams for blood. “THE FACE OF HATE” reads the caption under a photo of an
Arab suspect. “The heavens need to fall on their heads…they need to
bleed…now…Who are they? Who cares?…Bombs Away.”

No wonder the Yemeni man who sells me the newspaper every day is fright-
ened. No wonder the police have practically locked down the Arab neighborhood
around Atlantic Avenue. No wonder none of the Muslim kids showed up to school
today. Even George Bush, in a staged phone call to Mayor Giuliani and Governor
Pataki, has called for tolerance for Arab-Americans, albeit in his stumbling, script-
ed, unconvincing way. In Bay Ridge, Arab Americans are beat up, cursed at. There
are rumors in the Arab community of killings in Clinton Hill, though I can’t find
any reporting of it at all. We are far, very far, from the tolerance necessary to avoid
more bloodshed of innocents.

The Times quotes an Afghan man selling fertilizer in a market, saying that
though the terrorists are “enemies of God,” nevertheless “Americans should look
into their hearts and minds about why someone would kill themselves and others.”
Senator Chuck Schumer and most of our leaders are quite confident they already
know why. “They hate our freedom,” says the liberal Democrat from New York.
We are far, very far, from being able to look at ourselves, our role. That is under-
standable at this time. But our “leaders” are taking us farther away.

So many have tried to deliver a legitimate message of protest against American
hegemony, arrogance, sponsorship of terrorism, oppression, support for oppres-
sion. So many have been frustrated over and over as the U.S. just ignores the pleas
for justice and freedom outside our borders.

A heretical question occurs to me. Could it be that the terrorists also had a legitimate message somehow buried in their twisted minds? Could it have related to the pleas for jus-
tice around the world which George W. Bush ignores so coldly? We will never know, because you cannot deliver a legitimate message through these means. 

The terrorists have buried the messages in the rubble. The outrage at using a quarter of the world’s energy and ignoring global warming, at bombing Iraq, at withdrawing from
important international treaties, of bullying small developing countries economically and militarily, is buried in the rubble. The outrage against corporate globalization, which had
begun to get through in Seattle and in Genoa, these voices are buried in the rubble. Who in America will now argue against the walls and the tear gas? Who will confront the police
and the army non-violently?

All disagreement with the U.S. will be suspect as sympathetic to terrorism. It will be a bad time for dissent of any kind.
……
Passing the fire station, a burly firefighter back from a 30-hour shift bursts into ear-shattering sobs on the shoulder of a colleague, the two remain in an embrace until after I’ve

gone. The Union Street firehouse in Brooklyn has lost 12 of its 30 firefighters, probably some of the ones who came and opened up the hydrant as a sprinkler for our block party
last weekend. Their sidewalk is a memorial of flowers and candles.

……

DAY 4
……
At the volunteer headquarters at the Javits Center in lower

Manhattan, they are turning people away, and have 90,000 regis-
tered to volunteer tomorrow. At Chelsea Piers an hour later they
are also turning hundreds of volunteers away. Yet when a van
arrives to take hot food down to the rescue workers, they need
help loading. After it’s loaded, I offer to help unload, and a few
of us travel down in the back of the van with the hot food and a
police escort.

Someone has a copy of the Wall Street Journal, which he
throws down in disgust on reading that the European anti-global-
ization groups have vowed to continue their movement. Another
says not to worry, they are “about eight people” and “don’t rep-

resent their governments at all.” I mention that while that is true, they do represent millions of farmers, workers and students. The response is that well, French farmers hate glob-
alization because they get so many subsidies. And anyway, now is not the time for anti-American demonstrations. Europe better stick with us from now on.

Finally I start to get it. The essence of this attack for many here is not the killing of innocents, but the fact that they attacked us. Within hours this was named “Attack on
America,” even though lip service was given to the idea that it was an attack on humanity. Even the left/liberal Nation leads off its issue saying “we Americans” have suffered a
terrible blow. Yes, our hearts are broken, but our pride is also wounded. Pride, not grief, is the emotional basis for revenge.

We get out of the van near Church and Liberty Streets, across the street from the south tower. We are intent
on doing our part to help, but we cannot help but gasp at the first sighting of the devastation. The air is gray,
the raindrops are gray, the streets are even grayer, covered in a pasty soot. The smoke rising ominously from
the rubble is another shade of gray. Where the south tower was is a pile of gray that looks like a roll of snow
fence somehow grown several stories high. Here and there steel girders stick up eerily, like finger bones in
an x-ray. ……

But staring at the scene does not help us grasp the extent of destruction, any more than staring at the beach
reveals how many grains of sand are in the world. That thousands of human beings are buried in those few
acres, that millions of lives have been profoundly altered by these deaths, these concepts remain unfath-
omable, like the space between stars or the size of the universe.

……
And so, yes, America will risk lives to protect against a repeat of this attack. In the process, innocent peo-

ple will be killed, and their children will learn to hate America.
At night there is a candlelight vigil in front of our school. Entire families line up to shake the hands of

firefighters in their truck, like devout Catholics receiving a blessing from the Pope. The firefighters graciously
accept our heartfelt best wishes, verging on worship of their sacrifice, their bravery and their losses.… The
firefighters, still exhausted and in mourning, are visibly moved by the outpouring of love and respect. I am
proud of my neighborhood — its generosity, strength, solidarity, resilience, compassion, and tolerance, its
support for its heroes.

A moment after I walk in the door, there is a ruckus outside. Two women shout for us to call the Precinct.
There’s a roaming group of teenagers on the block, loud, drunk and confrontational, and they have spray-
painted “Fuck Arabs” on the sidewalk. My neighbor has some spray paint remover, and we try to scrub the
sidewalk clean.



Blow 
b a c k

BY MIKE BURKE

Blow•back (blo-bak) n. A CIA term used to refer to
the unintended consequences of American actions for
Americans and for others, particularly those secret oper -
ations of the American government that may come back to
haunt innocent bystanders.

Could the U.S. war against the Soviet Union and com-
munism have helped create the terrorist network led by
Osama bin Laden? 

According to many foreign experts the answer, how-
ever disturbing, is yes.

Beginning in the late 1970s the U.S. government
covertly recruited and funded radical Islamic fundamen-
talists from around the world to fight against the Soviet
Union and the communist-backed government in
Afghanistan. Among these mujahideen rebels was Saudi
millionare Osama bin Laden. 

“The CIA orchestrated massive arms shipments via
Pakistan, including state-of-the-art Stinger surface-to-air
missiles,” wrote former ABC reporter John K. Cooley in
Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, American and International
Terrorism. “Three American presidents — Jimmy  Carter,
Ronald Reagan and George Bush — hailed the
mujahideens as ‘freedom fighters.’”

But we are now witnessing “blowback” from this
covert operation, according to Chalmers Johnson, a for-
mer CIA operative and author of Blowback: The Costs
and Consequences of American Empire.

“Not so many years later, these ‘freedom fighters’
began to turn up in unexpected places. They bombed the
World Trade Center in New York City, murdered several
CIA employees in Virginia and some American business-
men in Pakistan, and gave support to Osama bin Laden, a
prime CIA ‘asset’back when our national security advi-
sors had no qualms about giving guns to religious funda-
mentalists,” wrote Johnson after the publication of his
controversial book.

A veteran of the Korean War, Johnson was a leading
supporter of the war in Vietnam and a vocal opponent of
the anti-war movement. But today, at the age of 70, he has
become a top critic of U.S. imperialism.

Prior to Sepember 11, Johnson had predicted blow-
back against the U.S. and its civilians would be so severe
during the 21st century that historians would be forced to
reassess who actually won the Cold War.

“The United States likes to think of itself as the win-
ner of the Cold War. In all probability, to those looking
back at blowback a century hence, neither side will appear
to have won, particularly if the United States maintains its
present imperial course,” Johnson wrote.

In 1979, during the height of the Cold War, the CIA
began its largest covert action ever.

With help from Pakistan’s Inter Services Intelligence
(ISI), the CIA worked to turn the Afghan jihad into a
global war pitting all Muslim states against the Soviet
Union, says Michel Chossudovsky, professor of econom-
ics at the University of Ottawa.

Between 1982 and 1992, 35,000 Muslim radicals from
40 nations came to fight in Afghanistan. Among these
men was Bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi who had inherited
$300 million and ran a large construction compan y.

According to Middle East analyst Hazhir Teimourian,
Bin Laden received security training directly from the
CIA. The CIA also funded a construction project in which
bin Ladden built the Khost tunnel complex under the
mountains near the Pakistan border. The facility was used
for arms storage, training and a medical center, according
to Ahmed Rashid, author of Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil
and Fundamentalism in Central Asia.

At the time U.S. officials dismissed the danger of
bringing together and training radical Islamic fighters
from around the world.

“What was more important in the world view of histo-
ry? The Taliban or the fall of the Soviet Empire? A few
stirred-up Muslims or the liberation of Central Europe
and the end of the Cold War?” said Zbigniew Brzezinski,
a former U.S. National Security Adviser.

But once the Afghan civil war and the Cold War ended,
the U.S. abandoned war-devastated Afghanistan and the
thousands of trained Islamic rebels returned to their
homelands. Soon the fundamentalist Taliban reg i m e
began taking power and bin Laden and his network of
Muslim rebels set its eyes on a new enemy: the United
States. 

Nearly a week after the horrific attacks on the World
Trade Center and Pentagon talk of the possibility of
nuclear attacks has reached alarming levels. Whether the
attacks come from terrorists or the U.S. government or as
an all-out nuclear war between Pakistan and India, many
fear the worst.

Top U.S. officials, including Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld and Sen. John McCain, have repeated-
ly refused to rule out the use of nuclear weapons in
America’s war against terrorism.

“I think that you can’t absolutely rule out any option,”
McCain told Fox News. Rumsfeld, in a Sunday interview
with ABC News, twice sidestepped Sam Donaldson’s
question: “Can we rule out the use of nuclear weapons?” 

Meanwhile, intelligence sources fear future terrorist
attacks could be far more devastating.

“The bottom line is, a chemical, biological or nuclear
attack by a terrorist is a very real possibility,’’ U.S. Rep.
Christopher Shays (R-Conn.) said. “It sends shivers down
your back.’’

Evidence does not exist that Osama bin Laden—who
the U.S. has targeted as the mastermind behind the
attacks—has acquired nuclear, biological or chemical
weapons, according to the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. But U.S. officials fear he could pur-
chase such weapons from former Soviet states.

On September 17, U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham called for tougher regulations preventing the
sale of nuclear materials.

“We cannot assume that tomorrow’s terrorist acts will
mirror those we have just experienced,’’ Abraham said at
a meeting of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in Vienna. “This is why the work of the IAEA is
so pivotal...We know our security, and that of nations

around the world, largely depends upon what this agency
does to prevent the proliferation and the misuse of nuclear
materials.’’

Experts already fear that a nuclear war could erupt
between Pakistan and India, especially if the government
of General Pervez Musharraf in Pakistan is overthrown by
Muslim fundamentalists.

“This opens up the prospect of the first Islamic funda-
mentalist government with access to nuclear weapons,
and it would be pitched into the ongoing conflict with
India, also armed with nuclear weapons, over the future of
the Muslim majority in Indian-controlled Kashmir,”
reported the Guardian newspaper in England. 

Furthermore, nuclear plants throughout the world have
been placed on higher security fearing kamikaze attacks
by terrorists. An unidentified U.S. official told the
Associated Press that an attack on a nuclear power plant
similar to those seen last week in New York and
Washington “could create a Chernobyl situation.”

“We’re in a new era, and we must protect these plants
in extraordinary ways,’’ said Paul Leventhal, president of
the Washington-based Nuclear Control Institute.

In addition to protecting nuclear plants, experts have
also called for the U.S. not to back out of its Cold War
treaties with Russia. Instead, they urge the countries to
finally move toward disarmament.

“The country has been shocked awake. The great
opportunities for peace — and especially for nuclear dis-
armament — that opened up with the end of the Cold War
have not disappeared. The tragedy of September 11 can
be the occasion to seize them,” wrote Jonathan Schell, an
expert on nuclear weapons. “The cost of failing to do so
is too high to be accepted.”

The Boomerang Effect of
U.S. Foreign Policy

BY MIKE BURKE

Nuclear Fears Heat Up

SETH TOBOCMAN



Introduction
We are writing this on September 17, less than a week

after a horrific terrorist attack against the United States.
We are still dealing with our grief and trauma and we are
still profoundly moved by the many acts of heroism, gen-
erosity, and solidarity that have taken place. Some may
find it inappropriate to offer political analysis this early,
but however discordant some may find it, the time for
political analysis is before actions are taken that may
make the situation far worse. Critics of war across the
U.S. and around the world are working hard to communi-
cate with people who for the moment mainly seek retri-
bution. Below we address some of the many questions
that are being asked. We hope the answers we offer,
developed in consultation with many other activists, will
assist people in their daily work.

Who did it? 
The identity of the 19 individuals who hijacked the

four planes is known, but what is not known as we write
is who provided the coordination, the planning, and the
funding, and who provided the logistical support, both in
the United States and elsewhere. Many indications point
to the involvement of Osama bin Laden, but if his role is
confirmed, this is the beginning, not the end, of the
inquiry: Were any other organizations involved, and if so,
which ones? Were any national governments involved,
and if so, which ones? The danger here is that the U.S.
government may answer these questions on the basis of
political criteria rather than evidence.   

Who is Osama bin Laden? 
Osama bin Laden is an exiled Saudi, who inherited a

fortune estimated at $300 million, though it’s not clear
how much remains of it. Fanatically devoted to his intol -
erant version of Islam — a version rejected by the vast
majority of Muslims — bin Laden volunteered his servic-
es to the Afghan Mujahideen, the religious warriors bat-
tling the invading Soviet Union from 1979 to 1989. 

The Afghan rebels were bankrolled by Saudi Arabia
and the United States and trained by Pakistani intelli-
gence, with help from the CIA. The United States provid-
ed huge amounts of arms, including Stingers — one-per-
son anti-aircraft missiles — despite warnings that these
could end up in the hands of terrorists. Washington thus
allied itself with bin Laden and more than 25,000 other
Islamic militants from around the world who came to
Afghanistan to join the holy war against the Russians. As
long as they were willing to fight the Soviet Union, the
U.S. welcomed them, even though many were virulently
anti-American, some even connected to the 1981 assassi -
nation of Anwar Sadat of Egypt. 

When Moscow finally withdrew its troops from
Afghanistan, some of these Islamic militants turned their
sights on their other enemies, including Egypt (where
they hoped to establish an Islamic state), Saudi Arabia,
and the United States. Bin Laden established an organiza-
tion of these holy war veterans — al Qaida. In February
1998, bin Laden issued a statement, endorsed by several
extreme Islamic groups, declaring it the duty of all
Muslims to kill U.S. citizens — civilian or military —
and their allies everywhere. 

Why us? Why the U.S.? Why do “they” hate us?
The terrorists wreaked their havoc on New York and

Washington, not on Mexico City or Stockholm. Why?
George W. Bush has claimed that the United States was
targeted because of its commitment to freedom and
democracy. Bush says people are jealous of our wealth.
The truth is that anti-Americanism rests on feelings that
the U.S. obstructs freedom and democracy as well as
material plenty for others. 

In the Middle East, for example, the United States sup-
ports Israeli oppression of Palestinians, providing the mil-

itary, economic, and diplomatic backing
that makes that oppression possible. It
condemns conquest when it is done by
Iraq, but not when done by Israel. It has
bolstered authoritarian regimes (such as
Saudi Arabia) that have provided U.S.
companies with mammoth oil profits and
has helped overthrow regimes (such as
Iran in the early 1950s) that challenged
those profits. When terrorist acts were
committed by U.S. friends such as the
Israeli-supervised massacres in the Sabra
and Shatilla refugee camps in Lebanon,
no U.S. sanctions were imposed. 

But about the U.S. imposed sanctions on Iraq, leading
to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of innocent chil-
dren, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright could only
say that she thought it was worth it. When the U.S. went
to war against Iraq, it targeted civilian infrastructure.
When Iran and Iraq fought a bloody war, the United
States surreptitiously aided both sides.

On top of specific Middle Eastern concerns, anti-
Americanism is also spawned by more general grieva n c e s .
The United States is the leading status-quo power in the
world. It promotes a global economic system of va s t
inequality and incredible pove r t y. It displays its arroga n c e
of power when it rejects and blocks international consen-
sus on issues ranging from the environment, to the rights
of children, to landmines, to an international criminal
court, to national missile defense.   A gain, these grieva n c e s
may have nothing to do with the motives of those who
masterminded the terror strikes of September 11. But they
certainly help create an environment conducive to recruit-
ing people to commit such acts.

How should guilt be determined? How should punish-
ment be assessed and meted out? 

The answers to these questions are all important. In
our world, the only alternative to vigilantism is that guilt
should be determined by an amassing of evidence that is
then assessed in accordance with international law by the
United Nations Security Council or other appropriate
international agencies.   Punishment should be deter-
mined by the UN as well, and likewise the means of
implementation. The UN may arrive at determinations
that one or another party likes or not, as with any court,
and may also be subject to political pressures that call into
question its results or not, as with any court. But that the
UN is the place for determinations about international
conflict is obvious, at least according to solemn treaties
signed by the nations of the world. 

Most governments, however, don’t take seriously their
obligations under international law, and certainly  the
United States does not. To U.S. policy makers interna-
tional law is for everyone else to follow, and for
Washington to manipulate when possible, or to ignore
otherwise. Thus when the World Court told the United
States to cease its contra war against Nicaragua and pay
reparations, U.S. officials simply declared they did not
consider themselves bound by the ruling.

What is the likely impact of the attacks within the U.S.
policymaking establishment? 

The catastrophic character of these events provides a
perfect excuse for reactionary elements to pursue every
agenda item that they can connect to “the war against ter-
rorism” and that they can fuel by fanning fears in the pop-
ulation. This obviously includes expanding military
expenditures that have nothing whatever to do with legit-
imate security concerns and everything to do with profit-
seeking and militarism. 

For example, even though the events of September 11
should have shown that “national missile defense” is no
defense at all against the most likely threats we face,

already the Democrats are beginning to drop their oppo-
sition to that destabilizing boondoggle. Amazingly, cer-
tain elements will even extrapolate to social issues. For
example, our own home grown fundamentalists — like
Jerry Falwell — have actually declared (though retracted
after wide criticism) that abortion, homosexuality, femi-
nism, and the ACLU are at fault. Others hope to use the
attacks as a rationale for eliminating the capital gains tax,
a long-time right-wing objective. 

But the main focus will be military policy. In coming
weeks, in short, we will see a celebration in America, a cel-
ebration of military pow e r, a celebration of a massive arms
build-up, and perhaps assassinations, all touted as if the ter-
ror victims will be honored rather than defiled by our prepar-
ing to entomb still more innocent people around the world.  

So what is the likely U.S. response? 
U.S. policymaking regarding international relations (and

domestic relations as well) is a juggling act. On one side, the
goal is enhancing the priv i l ege, pow e r, and wealth of U.S.
elites. On the other side, the constraint is keeping at bay less
p owerful and wealthy constituencies who might have diff e r-
ent agendas, both at home and abroad.  

Since the end of the Cold War, the U.S. has had a
problem—how to scare the public into ratifying policies
that don’t benefit the public, but that serve corporate and
elite political interests. The fear of a Soviet menace, duly
exaggerated, served that purpose admirably for decades.
The ideal response to the current situation, from the elite
standpoint, will be to replace the Cold War with the Anti-
Terror War. With this accomplished, they will again have
a vehicle to instill fear, arguably more credible than the
former Soviet menace. Again they will have an enemy,
terrorists, whom they can blame for anything and every-
thing, trying as well to smear all dissidents as traveling a
path leading inexorably toward the horrors of terrorism.   

So their response to these recent events is to intone
that we must have a long war, a difficult struggle, against
an implacable, immense, and even ubiquitous enemy.
They will declare that we must channel our energies to
this cause, we must sacrifice butter for guns, we must
renounce liberty for security, we must succumb, in short,
to the rule of the right, and forget about pursuing the
defense and enlargement of rights. …

H ow can we respond to people who say America should
m a ke a show of strength right now, and re t a l i a t e?

We understand the sentiment. We share feelings of
anger and outrage. But we also feel the rule of law is va s t-
ly preferable to vigilantism. We do not advocate that eve r y
victim hunt and kill every perpetrator without the critical
step of adjudication and of lawful determination of appro-
priate actions, nor should we in this case. To retaliate
merely to demonstrate strength or resolve, but not to attain
real justice or security, is to follow the logic of terror. It
seeks not a wo r t hy end but symbolic or vengeful violence.
It punishes not perpetrators, but innocents. We should not
conduct terrorism as our response to terrorism, but should
transcend terrorism in our response to it.

w w w. z m ag. o rg

The following is excerpted from Z Media Institute. Written by economist Michael Albert and professor
Stephen Shalom, the full text is much more comprehensive and can be found at www.zmag.org

TALKING POINTS:
Know Your Shit



On Tuesday, September 11, about three
o’clock, I saw a dusty shell-shocked fire-
man emerge from behind the police barri-
cade at Houston Street. Still in his thigh
boots and striped jacket, hardhat in hand,
he ambled with the loose-limbed gait of a
man who has been walking without count-
ing the blocks. Rocky, from Fire Station
33, was not only receptive to my tentative
greeting, he seemed to need to talk. “I
thought I was dead twice today,” he said, in
his tone and gestures a light-hearted buoy-
ancy that sharply contrasted with the hor-
ror of the story he had to tell. 

Rocky was off-duty, having coffee with
a friend in Lower Manhattan when they
saw a plane flying ‘real low’. After they
heard a dull thud, he told people to calm
down when they started screaming that the
World Trade Center was hit. Once the news
came on the radio, he ran to the station in
time for the second alarm. “All the guys
that went out on the first alarm are dead,”
he said matter-of-factly.

He and his buddy Billy Spade were on
floor two of north tower carrying a larg e
lady with a heart attack when they heard the
second tower being hit. “It’s a rumble, then
so loud beyond a rumble, just darkness and
y o u ’re running to the light until it ove r t a ke s
y o u ,” he said. Rocky was buried alive in
debris, Billy Spade never made it out.

I asked what saved him, and he replied
with a secretive grin that he had been at a
demo of a new hi-tech facial mask that wa s
not yet given to the firemen as it was too
ex p e n s ive, but Rocky had slipped one in his
p o c ket. The mask allowed him to breathe
while he wiggled in pitch black darkness to
dig his way out and find a door that he pried
open and  forced a channel through. 

A big, bu r l y, red-cheeked man, Rocky ’s

eyes lit up as we
approached Fire Station
33 where, he informed
me proudly, in 1898, the
Chief had been housed
with his fa m i l y, french
doors and balconies in
every room, freshly paint-
ed and impeccably clean. 

Rocky insisted that I
have a drink of ice water.
The firemen watched the
n ews, talking in low
voices about the ten guys
from the station who were missing. One
had been decapitated. Their fire truck was
shown on TV, a cindered shell. As each
man stumbled in with eyes bright red,
shoulders and necks rigid, there was a
muted, celebratory air that another had
made it out alive. Rocky said finally, “I was
just lucky to get myself out.” The others
didn’t disagree.

When the second tower went, Rocky was
a half block north. He saw a shadow over
him, turned and saw the building collaps-
ing in his direction. “People at the station
make fun of me when we play softball and
say I can’t run. Today I ran,” he said,
pumping his arms in demonstration.
Crouched behind a truck, he somehow
escaped the wreckage, then stayed to dig
others out. 

As I left station 33, I looked back. Rocky
was limping heavily in a way he hadn’t
before, shoulders slumped, back to work. 

At the corner of Broadway and Houston
was a forty foot ad, the Statue of Liberty
upholding her torch, a photograph of the
twin towers skyline of NY filling the letters
of the ad, and rising like a backdrop behind
the photo,  at thirty blocks distance was a
roiling column of smoke, mushrooming
around emptiness.

BY JOHN TARLETON

While the search for World Tr a d e
Center victims continue, New Yo r ke r s
have also come to the aid of hundreds of
orphaned pets. 

Pet rescue stations were set up last
week at Pier 40 and at King St. between
6th and Varick. Parks Department workers
r e t r i eved 120 pets from the homes of
Battery Park residents. Workers from the
ASPCA (American Society for the
P r evention of Cruelty to A n i m a l s )
retrieved another 130 animals from homes
outside Battery Park, said ASPCA spokes-
woman Deborah Sindell.

Donations of pet food, kitty litter,
leashes and collars have poured in.
Volunteers have treated pets for dehydra-
tion, shock, stress and eye irritation. Older
pets are taken to clinics for a checkup. 

“It’s been a team effort among so many
different groups,” Sindell said. 

Vincent Spinola of the Brooklyn

Animal Resource Coalition (BARC) said
both volunteers and donations poured into
the shelter in the days following the terror
attacks. Volunteers work late into the night
s t a ffing the phones, as well as feeding,
walking and cleaning up after the animals. 

“It seems like people have a need to do
this,” Spinola said. “It gives them some-
thing to feel good about.”

Spinola said that BARC had retrieved
pet fish, snakes, birds, lizards and a guinea
pig as well as cats and dogs. A possum
found hiding in a garbage can was dropped
off in the countryside. 

“The bigger problem lies ahead,”
Spinola said. “There are many people who
a r e n ’t going to make it or wo n ’t be in con-
dition to continue taking care of their pets.”

Spinola said BARC is a “no-kill” shel-
ter and will house all the orphaned pets
until they find new homes. 

O ver in New Jersey, the Hudson
County Animal League (HCAL) has been
canvassing neighborhoods in Hoboken and

Jersey City, where many
commuters didn’t return
home on September 11.
Tr a cy Mollis of HCAL
said the group has been
overwhelmed with food
and donations and that
she has received over 400
phone calls and emails
from animal love r s
around the country who
want to help. 

“I think the victims
would rest a lot better
k n owing their pets are
s a f e ,” Mollis said. 

Contact info:
*BARC: (718)-486-

7488  
www.barcshelter.org
*ASPCA: (212)-876-

7700, ext. 4550 
*Hudson County

(NJ) Animal League 
(201)-239-9254 

Dogs, Cats Relieved 
By Rescue Efforts

Kids respond
Some letters written to the firemen of Engine Company 22 Ladder Company 13 sta -
tioned at 159 E.85th St. This fire station lost nine men at the World Trade Center on

September 11. 

Dear Firemen,
Some of my friends and me are scared because what happened on tuesday. It was   

very scary. I hope it never happens again if we have a war I’m scared. 
Max

Dear Firemans, 
I am going to do whatever I can to help you. Some other kids are trying to help you   

too. I am very proud of all of you for working night and day for us, you guys are a  
really good team and you are making new york cleaner and hether. So thank you a
whole lot and I will help you the best I can. I am very scared but I am going to have
to pick up my head and be a big girl and not be scared. 

PS, thank you
Love, Cara
age 9

Der rescue wover,
Thank you for SAVING OL THE PPEPOL THAT YOU CAN

LOVE ALEX    

KEVIN PRITCHARD

Rocky
The Fireman

BY NINA SEGAL

By Julie, taken from www.nyc.indymedia.org newswire



CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

9/23, Noon
Indoor Rally: Learn the Truth about

Palestine, Stand United with Arab and
Muslim Sisters and Brothers, Pier 63
Maritime 12th Ave. at West 23rd Street 

12:30 p.m.
Radical and Progressive Jews gather

for march to larger, citywide memorial,
83rd St. & Hudson River

9/24, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m .
Voter March will hold a solidarity

rally for the victims of the Sept. 11 dis-
aster and their families and friends.
Across from the UN at Ralph Bunche
Park,1st Ave btw. 42nd- 43rd Sts. 

www.votermarch.org/events.htm

6:30 p.m.
Meeting to plan more events, spon-

sored by the Direct Action Netwo r k ,
I AC, A l - Awda and others, CHARAS/El
Bohio Community Center 9th St (btw.
Aves B & C)

7 p.m.
The Flatbush Peace Coalition will

be holding a candlelight vigil for peace
in front of the Cortelyou Branch
Library in Brooklyn at Cortelyou and
Argyle Rds. 

9/24-25, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Hunter college political science

teach-in: The Terrorist Attack and Its
Consequences.  All sessions held in
room 1729, West Building, 68th and
Lexington

www.essentialaction.org/wbimf

9/26, Noon
The Center for European Studies at

New York University will host an open
forum to discuss Europe and the
Current Crisis, 58 West 10th Street
(btw. 5th and 6th Aves.)

9/27-29
Mass scale peace and justice rallies

and actions in Washington, DC. as well
as teach-ins on the effects of globaliza-
tion.       www.globalizethis.org

9/27, 7 p.m.
Opening Event with Naomi Klein,

Salih Booker, Njoki Njoroge Njehu at
National Baptist Memorial Church,
16th St and Columbia, NW,
Washington, DC 

9/28-29, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Plenaries and Action Sessions, at

National Baptist and Casa del Pueblo
Methodist Church, 1459 Columbia Rd.
Rd., NW, Washington, DC

9/29, 11 a.m.
National rally at the White House/

L a fayette Park. Call International
Action Center, (212) 633-6646 for
details or bus ticket information. 

10/3, 7:30 p.m.
Queer People of Color Panel on

Anti-War and Anti-Racist Organizing,
The Brecht Forum, 122 West 27th
Street, 10th Floor

Kevin Skvorak, a longtime peace activist.
“I think the American people are hugely
receptive. People are starting to question
American policies. They are hungry to
find answers for why this happened and
they are getting nothing from the media.”

The anti-war movement is nourished
by both a deep unease with President
Bush’s open-ended promise to crusade
against evil as well as a desire to end the
cycle of violence that took such a devas-
tating toll on the city.

“Your response to this attack does not
make us a feel better about our son’s
death. It makes us feel worse,” Phyllis and
Orlando Rodriguez wrote in a letter to
Bush. Their son Greg was one of the
World Trade Center victims. “It makes us
feel that our government is using our son’s
memory as a justification to cause suffer-
ing for other sons and parents in other
lands. It is not the first time a person in
your position has been given unlimited
power and came to regret it.”

Two large networks of local activ i s t s
h ave formed since September 11. Mostly,
younger anti-corporate globalization
a c t ivists have been meeting at the CHA-
RAS/El Bohio community center on the
L ower East Side. T h ey organized the
September 14 peace vigil on two days
notice and then the following morning,
45 activists fanned out through
Manhattan, from the Lower East Side to
M i d t own to Spanish Harlem, to leaflet
and talk with people about their con-
cerns. Several days later, a smaller group
went out to Astoria, Queens.

“This is the dirty work we have to do.
We can’t just sit in a penthouse and spec-
ulate on what people are doing,” said
Ayca, one of the street team organizers.
“...When you raise a question mark when
everything is so absolute, it’s important.”

The organizing efforts at CHARAS
have inspired participants to return to their
own neighborhoods and organize local

a n t i - war efforts. The Flatbu s h
Peace Coalition formed Tuesday
and its three members bega n
drumming up support among
friends, community groups,
churches and businesses for a can-
dlelight vigil on Monday night
(September 24) in front of the
Cortelyou Branch Library.

“I think in the neighborhood
there is an anti-war sentiment,”
said Jessica, one of the organizers.

Meanwhile, a more middle-
aged group of 200 people from
over 40 community organizations
met at the Brecht Forum for four
hours on Saturday, September 15.
They met again on Wednesday
night at DC 1199 offices. The
group is laying plans to hold a
l a rge scale anti-war march and
rally on the weekend of October
6-7. Drawing on their institutional
connections and resources, they
hope to attract 10,000 people.
Their four “points of unity” are:
1. Condemnation of the
September 11 attacks; 2. No to war and
military intervention; 3. No to Anti-Arab
and Anti-Muslim racism; and 4. Work for
global peace and justice. Organizers say
Osama bin Laden (if he is the guilty party)
should be brought to justice through prop-
er and legal international channels.

“We are at a turning point,” said Ray
L a Forest of Haitian Constituency
USAInc. “We have a challenge in front of
us. We have to sink or swim.” LaForest
then added, “This is the final installment
of the coup. We have a president who was-
n’t chosen by democratic means. And
now, he’s getting worldwide powers.”

Anti-war organizing is also springing
up in other cities around the country as
well as in Canada, Europe and Australia.
2,300 people marched against war in
Portland, Oregon on September 16.

Demonstrations of 300-500 people took
place in Concord and Fresno, California,
Madison, Wisconsin and Austin, Texas.
Thursday’s National Day of Action for
Peaceful Justice witnessed vigils, teach-
ins and rallies for peace on over 146 cam-
puses in 36 states. In addition, a national
day of protest against war and racism is
planned for September 29 in Washington,
D.C. in lieu of massive anti-IMF/World
Bank protests previously scheduled for
that weekend.

“This peace movement is being deeply
informed by the anti-globalization move-
ment which is talking about economic jus-
tice as a part of global peace,” said
Carmen Trotta, an executive committee
member of the War Resisters League, a
pacifist organization that was founded in
1923 by World War I conscientious objec-

tors. “The peace move-
ment needs to be think-
ing about more than the
events of September 11.
And, I think there’s
hope for that with the
tie-in from the anti-
globalization move-
ment...It suggests a
peace movement that
could have greater
depth than ever before.”

Anti-War Movement Mobilizes, continued from page 1
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Several thousand peace activists gather in Union Square, September 14.



Marite Anez ran for her life on
September 11. Starting from the 87th
floor of the north tower of the Wo r l d
Trade Center, the 20-year old offi c e
assistant walked down endless flights of
s t a i rs to safety. She visited family in
Vi rginia (only miles from where the
Pe n t agon was attacked) this week and
hopes to return to work soon at her com -
p a n y ’s temporary location. 

Anez, who moved to the U.S. from
Bolivia when she was 10, is just beginning
to come to terms with what happened to
her on September 11. “I am the luckiest of
the lucky,” she toldthe Indypendent as she
reflected back on her experience and
looked forward to the rest of her life.

“I can remember every detail I did that
d a y. The phones weren’t ring-
ing yet. My co-wo r kers were
starting to come in. I took my
time doing everything. I went
to the cafeteria on the 44th
f l o o r. We were really doing
nothing yet. Wall Street wa s-
n ’t opened. So everybody wa s
getting ready or eating break-
fast. And that’s when it hap-
p e n e d . . .

“ E verybody called some-
one they knew. I called my
mom. I told her what wa s
going on. I told her I wo u l d
call her when I got out. We
were trying to get out bu t
there was so much smoke we
c o u l d n ’t breathe right. We
got to the stairs and then we
crossed some hallwa y s .
[There was] lots of smoke and eve r y t h i n g
was falling on us. 

“ We started going down to the 70-
something floor. [Then] we couldn’t go
d own anymore. So, we ran to another hall-
way where all the cables were out. T h e r e
were people with fire extinguishers mak-
ing it so people will pass and not get elec-
trocuted. T h a t ’s when we got to the other
stairs and started going down all the wa y. . .

“Good thing everybody was not pan-
icking or nothing. Otherwise, everyone
would have been stumbling over each
other. Nobody knew how much danger we
were in. Everybody was making jokes
l i ke, ‘oh my shoes are getting wet,’
because there were some floors that had a
lot of water. We were making priority of
the people that were injured. Like going

on the sides so they could pass or when
the firefighters were going upstairs...

“When we got down to the lobby, they
kept telling us, ‘don’t look outside! don’t
look outside’. Then I realized it wa s
because all the bodies were outside of the
people that jumped...

“We were down in the mall and
thought we were safe and were celebrat-
ing. We were thirsty and we asked the
firefighters to get us an orange juice from
a little store that was nearby. We got an
orange juice and were walking still in the
mall when the second building collapsed.
The impact of it threw us on one side and
that’s where I got all the bruises and cuts...

“This is when everyone panicked. The
lights went off and [we] didn’t know

where to go. Where we were going was
blocked already. Thank God I had my co-
worker there. Everybody was screaming
but I couldn’t say a word. He started
yelling my name and he was right beside
me somehow and I was holding his hand.
Since I had no shoes, it was kind of diffi-
cult to walk around. A firefighter gave us
light to show the way and since I couldn’t
go as fast as everybody he [the co-worker]
was nice enough to wait for me. He saw
that it was hard for me and lifted me up.
[When] we reached the stairs of the mall,
we started running to get out of there. I
just wanted to go home. I didn’t care if I
had to walk the 80-something blocks...

“At the beginning, I was feeling guilty
about why I was lucky enough to get out.
But then, I think about it and I’m thankful

for being here
right now and
seeing eve r y-
body I love...

“Before, I was kind of materialist.
Like everybody else, I was like, ‘I wanta
get this. I want to ha ve this.’ Even though
I want to do the same job, the money I
earn I will want to spend in a different
way, helping everybody as much as I can.
It’s definitely changed me in some way
about not being too selfish. You don’t buy
your life. Even if you have money, you
can’t buy your next day. You can die of
anything a second from now. You never
know when it’s going to be your time. 

“That really made me change how I
think. Most of the co-workers I talked to

think the same thing. There
must be a reason we got out...

“I see right now the whole
United States are getting
t o g e t h e r. Right now, eve r y-
body is helping each other. It
will be sad to see in a few
months if people forget about
it. You gotta go [back] to your
normal life, but make it better
this time...

“Most people say they
[the hijackers] are crazy. but,
they must be a little bit more
than crazy. I can’t explain it.
Some people say that’s their
religion. But, there’s no reli-
gion that will support this
kind of thing. I hope this
thing won’t end up a lot worse
than it is now. Everybody’s

saying there’s going to be a war. I just
hope it won’t be like World War III now.
Because everybody will destroy each
other...

“You can’t take it out of your head.
You always think about that day. You have
all the images. You’re doing something
and you can relate it to that day somehow.
Lately, I’ve been having nightmares. This
nightmare I had was kind of in my coun-
try and kind of here. It was night and then
all of sudden it was daylight. I asked
somebody the time. And they’re like, ‘11
at night.’And I’m like, ‘11 at night? It’s so
clear.’ I saw the sun and then when I real-
ly looked at it, it was like a flash...”

F I R S T P E R S O NTHE
IN
THE

I am hiding in my house in the heart
of an Arab neighborhood in Brooklyn,
four miles from the terror that struck
Manhattan. As an Afghan-American, I
fear the retaliation in the aftermath of the
tragedy.

If this act of war is like Pearl Harbor,
will Arabs and Afghans living in
America become targets of hate as
Japanese-Americans did during World
War II? 

From the roof of my brow n s t o n e
home, I watched the billowing smoke
darken the sky above the World Trade
Center. I heard the sirens, the screams of
victims falling to their deaths, and the
rage that New Yorkers expressed after-
wards. Americans are angry —rightly so
—and want someone to blame and
attack. But I shudder thinking of the
innocent Muslims who could be the vic-
tims of this fury.

On New York radio stations, callers
shout slurs against Afghans and Arabs,
demand they be killed, and call for war
against Afghanistan, whose rulers are
suspected perpetrators of the attack. I
turn off the radio and in a daze walk to
the Promenade, where people stand
looking at the disaster across the East
River. Some held extra fabric over their
mouths to block the fumes and stench of
burning steel. A man appearing to be in
his 20s said to a friend, “These damn
Islamic people in this country should be
under surveillance. They’re getting away
with too much.’’

In bars where patrons crowded to
watch TV, men and women clapped as
President Bush swore to seek revenge.

“I AM

HIDING

FROM

BACKLASH”
BY FARIBA NAWA

87th Floor Survivor:  
“I am the luckiest of the lucky”
MARITE ANEZ INTERVIEWED

BY JOHN TARLETON

“Even though I want
to do the same job,

the money I earn I will
want to spend in a

different way, helping
everybody as much

as I can.”
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