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Democracy
endangered
In Nepal

From IMC Glabal

Almost theentireroyal family
of Nepal and their body guards
were brutally murdered in cold
blood at their regular Friday night
family gathering on June 1.
Preliminary reports, of a family
squabble ending with the crown
princekilling everyone and then
shooting himself, seem highly
suspect. One version of the
“officiad” story claimed that agun
somehow went off by itself,
killing 30+ people, some of
whom were not even in the same
room.

The bodies were cremated
almost immediately, much sooner
than is normally the case. The
crown prince, thesupposedkiller,
was made king while lying brain
dead in hospital. Ironically, the
King's brother, Gyanendra was
out of town. At the sametime, his
nephew, Paresh, a known
murderer of at least five people
,was in the palace. So was the
king's other brother Direndra,
who has been living in London
since 1990, estranged from the
royal family. Both brothers are
criminalswho havebeeninvolved
with the drug trade and with
stealing and selling the antiquities
of Nepal. They were also
vehemently  opposed to
democracy in Nepa and a huge
conflict broke out when King
Birendra partially gave up the
absolute powers of the Monarchy
in 1990 and instituted limited
democratic reforms in Nepal.

It has long been known that
GyanendrahaslinkstotheCIA as
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12,000 miners take
control in Bolivia

CompiledfromIMC
Argentina by Darby Hickey

“Downtown wasturned into
a battlefield,” wrote one
observer about the conflicts
between police and protesting
miners who entered the capital
on June 7. Thislatest action by
theminers, 12,000 of whom are
occupying the city, accompanies
demands for $100 million
funding to reactivatethe mining
sector. Bolivian miners are one
of the most militant sectors of
workers in Latin America and
have led numerous protests,
including two insurrections
against the government.

This latest action comes
several weeks after Bolivian
farmers marched on the capital
and retirees went on hunger
strike. The repression of the

War, Inc.:

u.S. outsources
operations in
Colombia

Adapted by ChrisStrohm, IMC
Washington, D.C.,U.SA., from
an article by Jeremy Bigwood
for Z Magazine

A U.S.-backed hillion-dollar
drug war in the South American
Andeshasturnedinto alucrative
operation for corporationsinthe
United Statesthat get contractsto
carry out secret and often
dangerousmissions.

TheUnited Statesisfunneling
hundreds of millionsof dollarsa
year to private companiesto per-
form missions that would
otherwiseraisepublic concernif
U.S. government personnel were
doing them.

But public opposition and
outrage is mounting against the
policy of outsourcing. Criticssay
thepractice providesWashington
with distanceand denigbility when
it comes to the war, and shields
the public from finding out
exactly what ishappening.

In Colombig, the U.S. State
Department has awarded
contractsto DynCorp of Virginia,

continued on next page
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minersby the police has caused
peasant organizations to
announcetheir solidarity and to
take action accordingly.

Additionally, workersinthe
transportation sector haveallied
themsdlveswith theminers, and
most of the main roads in the
country are blocked. This has
raised the specter of military
intervention, asthe head of the
Ministry of Defense announced
that the Constitution allowsthe
Army to ensure the
accessibility of transportation
routes.

In responseto the police use
of tear gas, rubber bullets and
batons, the miners fought back
with rocks, shovels, and even
threw sticksof dynamite, which
they originally brought asprops
to draw attention totheir cause.

Under pressurefrom themassive
presence of the workers, the
government entered negotiations
with the representatives of the
miners, although progress was
not imminent.

“Weareback, andwillingand
able to fulfill the promise we
madeback in 1985, whenwesaid
theminersshall overcome. Now
weareready, and shall stay until
our claims are heard and
adopted,” said Cresencio
Huanca, trade union leader.

Meanwhile, Argentinean
workerscontinueto agitate, with
a full national strike and other
demonstrations, and in
Colombiathousands of students,
union workers, peasants and
others marched to protest the
policies of the International
Monetary Fund in their country.

Demandingjusticein Cincinnati

A broad coalition of people from the community, human
rights activist groups, and the radical anti-authoritarian
bloc have been protesting in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA
against rampant police corruption and violence. In April,
widespread unrest broke out in the city after a white
police officer shot an unarmed black youth to death. This
shooting was only the most recent in a long string of racist
murders by the police. For more information, visit IMC
Ohio Valley at www.ovimc.org.
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From the Mexico Solidarity
Network

A new World Bank report on
Mexico, entitled “An Integral
Agenda of Development for the
New Era,” was formally
presentedin Mexicoon May 21.
The report includes specific
recommendationson labor policy
for the government of President
Vicente Fox, most notably
proposals for increasing the
“flexibility” of Mexicanlabor.

Concretely, the report
recommends the elimination of
current regulations mandating
severance pay, collective
bargaining, exclusion contracts,
obligatory benefits, restrictions
on contracts for temporary
employment and appren-
ticeships, antiquity-based
promotion schemes, company-
sponsored training programs,
and company paymentsto socia
security and housing plans.

The report suggested that
North American investors
attracted to Mexico under
NAFTA are put off by domestic
labor regulations, and that
without making salaries more
flexible, reducing company
obligations toward workers and
essentially repealing the federal
labor law, investorswill continue
to have doubts about Mexico's
economic future, while the poor
will continueto be“impeded” by
pro-labor laws from “obtaining
the greatest benefit from their
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World Bank urges end of
labor benefits in Mexico

human capital.”

While the World Bank
recommendations created a
good deal of controversy in the
press and among labor groups,
they were solidly backed by the
PAN party and the Fox
administration.

President Fox said that all the
suggestions and recommen-
dations made by the World Bank
“arevery muchinlinewith what
we have contemplated,” and that
indeed they are essential for
Mexico to “redly enter into a
process of sustainable dev-
elopment.”

Managerial Coordinating
Council (CCE) president Claudio
X. Gonzédlez, however, took a
different view. The leader of
Mexico’s most influential
business organization affirmed
that the World Bank
recommendationswent “over the
top,” and that business leaders
in Mexico have no intention of
eliminating elements such as
severance pay, collective
bargaining contracts, or payment
of benefitsto workers.

“We are in the process of
modernizing our [labor] law,”
said Gonzélez, “ but some of these
proposals of the World Bank are
not made even to the most
developed nations. Why are
they then being recommended
for the emerging countries?’

For more information, visit
www.mexicosolidarity.org

Colombia

from first page

Aviation Development Corpor-
ation of Alabama, AirScan of
Floridaand Military Professional
Resources Inc. of Virginiato do
everything from consulting and
surveillanceto aeridl eradication
of cocaand poppy crops.

Some members of Congress
arenow investigating therole of
contractorsin theregionand two
bills have been introduced in
opposition to the practice. Rep.
Janice Schakowsky (D-IL)
recently introduced one bill that
would totally ban the use of
privatemilitary companiesinthe
Andes.

“U.S. taxpayers are
unwittingly funding aprivatewar
with  private soldiers,”
Schakowsky testified in
Congress. “Are we outsourcing
inorder to avoid public scrutiny,
controversy or embarrassment?
Isit to hide body bags from the
mediaand thusshield them from
public opinion?’ sheasked. “ Or
isitto providedeniahility because
these private contractors are not
covered by the same rules as
activeduty U.S. servicepersons?’

The largest U.S. contractor
being used is DynCorp. The
company’s website promotes it
as an Internet Technologies
corporation but about half of
DynCorp’srevenue comesfrom
the Pentagon and many of its
employees are retired military
men.

Nepal

from first page
well as to the government of
India. What those connections
mean inthiswholeaffair remains
to be seen.

Since Saturday, June 2, most
peopleknew the princewasdead
eventhough officia reportswere
saying otherwise. After a fairly
quiet two days, crowds gathered
outside the palace and at the
funeral chanting, “Kill the
criminas, Kill Gyandera.” Inthe
meantime, more inside inform-
ation leaked out and it quickly
became clear that the massacre
wasacarefully orchestrated plot
by at least two of thebrothersand
the nephew to seize control of
Nepal.

On Monday, June 4, the
prince was officially declared
dead. One hour later, Gyanendra
was crowned as King with full
regalia,and with the Prime
Minister and political leaders in
attendance. The speed withwhich
this was orchestrated indicates a
highlevel of planning. ThePrime
Minister is either afraid to say
anything or else is in collusion
with the plotters. Paresh has
already been sent to London for
his own safety. People are
furious that Gyanendra, possible
murderer of his own family and
their King, has now risen to the
throne.

Anger among the Nepalese
people has been building for a
long time as a totally corrupt
government has done little to
improve their plight since the

introduction of “democracy” in
1990.

The army is in the streets
alongwith hundreds of thousands
of people. Roads are closed, and
no one knows what will happen.
People fear a blood bath since
Gyanendranow controlsthearmy.

The government moved
quickly to squel ch accounts of the
massacre that did not agree with
itsofficid version. “Let no news
and opinions that affect the
nationality and midead thepeople
be published,” said Shiva Raj
Joshi, theMinister for Information
and Communication. The
government hassincearrested the
editor of Kantipur Daily inaneffort
to enforce that proclamation.

Democracy was struggling in
Nepal, at best, but now it might
die aswift death.
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DynCorp has a five-year,
$200 million contract to provide
pilots for aerid eradication and
helicopter pilotsto ferry troops.
The company also provides
“security” personnel, and its
pilotswereinvolvedinagunfight
last February in southern
Colombia with Ieftist guerillas
during a search and rescue
mission.

A pamphlet from DynCorp
advertising “opportunities’ in
South Americareadsasfollows:
“Airassault. . . searchand rescue
... scouting operetions. Theseare
just someof theexcitingwaysin
which you can help train South
American nationals in their
efforts to eradicate the blight of
drugs”

DynCorpistight lipped when
it comestoitsclients. A company
spokeswomen refused to
comment on the company’s
overseas operations. DynCorp
hasdsologt threepilotsinaction;
none of these deaths were
reportedinthenewsmedia

DynCorp also contracts a
private company for eradication
flights called Eagle Aviation
Services Technology, whichisthe
same company that the United
States used to secretly run guns
to Nicaraguan rebd s during the
1980sIran-Contrascandal.

For updateson Colombia, visit
colombia.indymedia.org
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