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Oakland, September 13 – Hundreds of people
gathered at Snow Park in Oakland tonight to
mourn, provide support for each other, and
speak out against violent United States policies
at home and abroad, which they say are the un-
derlying reasons for unprecedented terrorist
attacks in New York City and Washington DC.
Combating the growing climate of racism, na-
tionalism and anti-Arab bigotry was a focus of
the rally.

Organized by youth and people of color in Oak-
land and San Francisco, solidarity speakers in-
cluded supporters of Palestine, people return-
ing from the WCAR in South Africa, police
brutality activists, anarchists and socialists, anti-
gentrification activists and other people repre-
senting dozens of cultures and ethnicities. In-
ternational solidarity was the theme as commu-
nity and activist groups stood together against
the threat of more US violence. Michael Franti
of Spearhead also spoke, saying that “we need
to be in a war against war.”

In addition to an open mic, people at the rally
talked with friends and strangers, cried, and
began coming to terms with the events of the
last three days. Many people who attended had
family members still missing on the east coast.
Others had been the target of increased racism
and discrimination during times of crisis in the
United States.

A recurring theme of the speakers was the bru-
tal violence committed by or supported by the
United States government on a daily basis. “The
bombs the government drops in Iraq are the
bombs that blew up in New York City,” said
Van Jones, director of the Ella Baker Center
for Human Rights, who also warned against
forthcoming violence by the Bush Administra-
tion. “The US cannot bomb its way out of this
one. Safety at home requires justice abroad.”

An African-American man who works on
gentrification issues said that “we’re always
seeing Americans drop bombs on people. We
watch the Vietnamese get bombed, Iraqis get
bombed, Palestinians get bombed, now it has
come home to roost.” U.S. arms and funding
for Israel’s war against Palestinians was high-
lighted also.

Violence and repression within the United States
was also talked about.  Mesha Monge-Irizarry,
the mother of Idriss Stelley (who was killed by
SFPD in June), also spoke: “We pray for many
lives killed by this government, of black people,
and of innocent black people in the third world
who will be slaughtered with this terrorism re-
taliation.”

An African-American man summarized his feel-
ings: “We don’t want innocent people dying.
But that’s the price we pay for the government
in this country.”
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On September 11, 2001 the world was stunned
with the horrific terrorist attacks on the United
States. RAWA stands with the rest of the world
in expressing our sorrow and condemnation for
this barbaric act of violence and terror. RAWA
had already warned that the United States should
not support the most treacherous, most crimi-
nal, most anti-democracy and anti-women Is-
lamic fundamentalist parties because after both
the Jehadi and the Taliban have committed ev-
ery possible type of heinous crimes against our
people, they would feel no shame in commit-
ting such crimes against the American people
whom they consider “infidel.” In order to gain
and maintain their power, these barbaric crimi-
nals are ready to turn easily to any criminal
force.

But unfortunately we must say that it was the
government of the United States who supported
Pakistani dictator Gen. Zia-ul Haq in creating
thousands of religious schools from which the
germs of Taliban emerged. In the similar way,
as is clear to all, Osama Bin Laden has been the
blue-eyed boy of CIA. But what is more pain-
ful is that American politicians have not drawn
a lesson from their pro-fundamentalist policies
in our country and are still supporting this or
that fundamentalist band or leader. In our opin-
ion any kind of support to the fundamentalist
Taliban and Jehadies is actually trampling
democratic, women’s rights and human rights
values.

If it is established that the suspects of the ter-
rorist attacks are outside the US, our constant
claim that fundamentalist terrorists would de-
vour their creators, is proved once more.

The US government should consider the root
cause of this terrible event, which has not been
the first and will not be the last one too. The
US should stop supporting Afghan terrorists and
their supporters once and for all.

Now that the Taliban and Osama are the prime
suspects by the US officials after the criminal
attacks, will the US subject Afghanistan to a
military attack similar to the one in 1998 and
kill thousands of innocent Afghans for the
crimes committed by the Taliban and Osama?

From our point of view, vast and indiscriminant
military attacks on a country that has been fac-
ing permanent disasters for more than two de-
cades will not be a matter of pride. We don’t
think such an attack would be the expression of
the will of the American people.

The US government and people should know
that there is a vast difference between the poor
and devastated people of Afghanistan and the
terrorist Jehadi and Taliban criminals.

While we once again announce our solidarity
and deep sorrow with the people of the US, we
also believe that attacking Afghanistan and kill-
ing its most ruined and destitute people will not
in any way decrease the grief of the American
people. We sincerely hope that the great Ameri-
can people could differentiate between the
people of Afghanistan and a handful of funda-
mentalist terrorists. Our hearts go out to the
people of the US. Down with terrorism!

– Revolutionary Association of the Women of
Afghanistan (RAWA)
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If you have upcoming events, let us know by
publishing directly to the website or leaving a
voicemail at (415)430-1269 x9506.

Don’t Turn Tragedy into War: Discussion &
Meeting in Oakland
When: Friday, Sept. 21, 7pm
Where: Fellowship of Humanity, 390 27th St.,
(btwn Telegraph & Broadway, 9 blocks north
of 19th St. BART) Oakland

SF Indymedia is part of an international net-
work of media centers.that seeks to provide an
infrastructure for voices distorted or ignored by
the corporate media.
• http://www.indymedia.org/
• http://sf.indymedia.org/
• http://nyc.indymedia.org/
• http://dc.indymedia.org/
• http://www.globalexchange.org/september11/
• http://www.alternet.org/
• http://www.commondreams.org/
• http://www.zmag.org/
If you are from northern California and believe
that your civil rights or civil liberties have been
violated in the wake of the national tragedies
please call the ACLU of Northern California at
(415) 621-2493.
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Mesha Monge-Irizarry, the mother of Idriss Stelley,
compared police violence at home with U.S. mili-
tary violence abroad at the Oakland rally against
racism and war. Her son was killed by SFPD in June.
The family is continuing to fight for justice against
an uncooperative and hostile city government.
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Following the attacks on the heart of U.S. fi-
nancial and military strength, there is a renewed
drive to curtail citizens’ civil liberties. Most
notably, the FBI immediately began contacting
Internet Service Providers to request that they
install Carnivore, an internet-based system of
spying which allows the agency to monitor any
online communications. Then, on September
13th, Congress passed the “Combating Terror-
ism Act of 2001”, sponsored by Orrin Hatch
and Diane Feinstein. The bill gives the FBI uni-
lateral power to order the installation of Carni-
vore on any internet service it wants.

In their search for a balance between “security
and freedom,” lawmakers are prepared to give
the FBI virtually unlimited power to swiftly
identify and apprehend anyone they view as
possible participants in the recent hijackings.
Many have begun to brace themselves for the
likely repurcussions, as the government adopts
this excuse to escalate its war on dissent.

A message board on Rage Against The
Machine’s website was taken down after sev-
eral people called the FBI/Secret Service and
reported that subversives had made remarks
supporting the WTC/Pentagon attack. The in-
formants alleged (wrongly) that the individuals
were involved in the planning of the attack.

New forms of electronic surveillance are now
being re-evaluated. Proponents of a new tech-
nology known as biometrics, including face-
scanning technology, iris recognition and hand
geometry, say these systems may help identify
criminals/terrorists. The use of these cameras
at the Super Bowl prompted  protests, but back-
ers of the system say the deadly attacks demon-
strate the need for such technology. “It’s clear
that some of these [terrorist] suspects were in
the FBI database,” said Tom Colatosti, presi-
dent of Massachusetts-based Visage Technol-
ogy, which supplied face-scanning for the Su-
per Bowl. “What has us frustrated is that we
allowed ourselves to be intimidated by some of
this privacy silliness. I carry guilt for not being
able to make that point better.”

Just as the SF Examiner promotes the war on poor
people in San Francisco, here it is promoting the
war on the global poor: “And Now The War.” Some-
one has altered it to read “No War.” Photo by David
Hanks, david@globalexchange.org

As we attempt to create an independent media
response to contest the one-sided corporate cov-
erage of the World Trade Center and Pentagon
attacks and their aftermath, a mixture of emo-
tions permeate our thoughts and discussions.
Though thousands of miles from the epicenters
of the explosions, we are all touched in some
way by this tragedy.  Whether sharing the grief
of a friend from NYC or feeling a more general
sense of sadness over the horrific events, as
activists we face a distinct challenge.  In com-
municating that the U.S. has perpetrated a simi-
lar terrorism against people around the globe
through its sustained military and economic
policies (including any acts of aggression which
may now occur under the label of “retaliation”),
we do not wish to belittle the pain caused by
the September 11th attacks.

Yet in the climate of escalating nationalism and
the corresponding suppression of dissent, the
expression of any opinion apart from the requi-
site shock and call for revenge is greeted as
callous and “Un-American.” Despite the cor-
porate media’s repeated portrayals of a grief-
stricken nation swearing vengeance, there are
many for whom the tears do not preclude a
broader understanding of context. One acquain-
tance, who lost several close friends in the
World Trade Center, remarked that along with
his sadness, he had a feeling of “indifference,”
as the incidents seemed to be an inevitable at-
tack on U.S. capitalism and military imperial-
ism.

By providing critical information on U.S. policy
abroad, we can begin to contextualize varied
responses – including the images of a minority
of Palestinian celebrants that the mainstream
media irresponsibly flashed following the Sep-
tember 11th events. Risking the growing repres-
sion, we must use alternative media to combat
racist sentiments against people of Arab descent
and the general climate of xenophobia.

How do we deflect the terrifying collision
course towards war?  While grieving those who
perished, we must also look ahead and firmly
refuse to let our government take more inno-
cent lives with cries of retribution. We must
stand in solidarity with those suffering in the
U.S. and abroad.  Educating each other, with
open minds and compassion, is a first step.
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Excerpts: Ramzy Baroud, Palestinian Chronicle
A six year old Palestinian girl kneeled and ner-
vously, yet gently laid a flower to join hundreds
of other flowers, banners and candles in a small
vigil held in Jerusalem to commemorate the
death of thousands of Americans in New York,
Pennsylvania and Washington.

The little girl rushed back, bashful, and held on
her mother’s hand and both stood quietly gaz-
ing at a burning candle. At the scene, only a
few reporters gathered, none of them repre-
sented foreign agencies; they were all Arabs and
Palestinians. However, they did see, with hor-
ror and dismay, a few Palestinian children danc-
ing on an old car, two men shooting in the air
and an old woman with thick spectacles wav-
ing her arms, in celebration of the attacks, we
were told. A quick conclusion was drawn: Pal-
estinians dance on the pain of Americans. Even
if the short report was accurate, a few kids and
an old woman hardly represent the Palestinian
population, which consists of millions of people;
tens of thousands of them are also American
citizens.

If your grief and pain allow you to roll the tape
of memory a few years back, try to remember
New York City following the Gulf War in 1991.
The American army had just returned from a
mission in the Middle East. Former President
George Bush described the nature of the mis-
sion once on TV, so bluntly and in simple terms,
to “bomb Iraq back to the stone age.”

And right in New York, where now half of the
city stands in dust and rubble, hundreds of thou-
sands took to the streets, lined up with happy
faces and sang the Sparkled Stars [sic] for the
returning chaps; they cheered and chanted,
“USA, USA.”

Not one day in the calendar passes without Pal-
estinians seeing a massacre or two. They go to
the streets to protest the killing of a child, they
return home carrying another after being shot
while protesting. You might think: I am already
overwhelmed by my own grief, why should I
worry about yours?

The answer is simple. Every bullet that killed a
Palestinian was “Made in the USA,” every shell,
missile, and tank was “Made in the USA.” Ev-
ery massacre was financed by America. When
three thousand Palestinians were killed in the
refugee camps of Beirut in 1982, the killers left
the camps with piles of skinned bodies, butch-
ered and raped women, and thousands of empty
bullet shells, also Made in America. Even the
bulldozers that tried to hide the crimes in mass
graves as the killers departed, were supplied by
the United States.

Since the creation of the state of Israel in occu-
pied Arab land in 1948, the United States has
paid more than $125 billion, to finance the Is-
raeli army, to construct its illegal settlements
and to aid a racist state that sustains itself at the
expense of a subdued population.

After all of this, unlike what you would expect,
only a dozen children rushed to the streets to
celebrate the death of Americans. Most Pales-
tinians mourned the death of Americans and
were able comprehend the tragedy, for they have
been living the tragedy for decades.
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